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TO 

SIR J. W. ANDERSON, BART. 

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT, AtDKRMAN, AND LATR 
LORD MAYOR 09,TMM. CITY QW I.9KJP01I* 

Sfc. Hfc. (fc. ^ 

SIR, 
THE rules, both moral iind economii;^ 
laid down in the Ibllo^iiig tract lire 
so manifestly founded on right reason^ 
and conducive to a virtuous and happy 
life; that they need neither pat(oiiage> aoc 
recommendation. 

But precepts resemble pictures; they 
have form and colour, Imt nr^t life and 
motion ; and, to reader them tnily effi* 
eacious, the^ ought to be enforced by ob** 
viqus and un<][ucstionable examples. 

I^, therefore, our august metropolis is 
btonoured with a living character, in which 
all the virtues, that are here^ inculcated at 
worthy the anbitioa of youth, appear in. 
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their strongest and most -amiable light; 
and in which all the duties of public and 
private life> the citizeti and patriot are mi- 
nutely understood^ and greatly disch^rged^ 
it would be an absurdity to publish an es- 
say of this nature/ without prefixing the 
name, to which these noble talents belong, 
ip the front of it Be njoliat ifou see, carry- 
ing with it a much more commanding 
force, than he whQt you read ! and Virtue 
herself becoming more venerable, when 
countenanced by suph an illustrious a^i- 
thority. 

\:-It is possible Sir;, you naay.be offended 
irhh the > ^plica^ion fOf , \vbat is he«e adT 
yaiu^edc but I camiot be apprebelisive o% 
o«e npan's resentment, w;heii I am doing. a 
sensible pleasure to all the world beside.; ^ 

I am, with truerespectj Sir, 

'Your most obedient, ... 4 

, . ; and most humble servant, t^ . 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



. The -^Dedication which I have 
taken the liberty to address unalter- 
ed, except in its superscription, was, 
in the former editions of the work 
here republished, addressed to Sir 
John Barnard. Although I have 
not the honor either to know, or to 
be personally acquainted with the 
present subject of it, conceiving that 
a book of this nature might derive 
some advantage from being placed 
under the protection of a City Ma- 
gistrate, whose conduct, public and 
private, has obtained him the confi- 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

dence and esteem of his fellow-?citi- 
zens, I slmll make no apoldgy for 
my choice of the personage whom 
I have, with that view, selected. 

X X SmCKBdZE. 
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APBCSKNT 

AN APPRENTICE, 

Sfc. 



DEAR SON, 

HAVING already done ali that is 
necessary in the article of expence, 
far your entering gracefuUy on the 
stage of the world, I haveconsiderecL 
what might yet be added tp your actr 
ing yoiir part well, in order tp cotne 
oiF with applause* 

Recollecting, therefore^ that Ii& 
is a.scene 0f care^and prudence, ge- 
nerally, the child of experieiq^ and 
calamity, I have thought it advis- 
B 
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able to make vou the heir of what 
knowledge r airf *jio.4sAsed of, as 
well as my estate j that you may be 
guarded against all the snares to 

wiSlijyiuiri H ihibru^Ms knd thit 

you may be as well provided with 
adv^ice in all exigencies, as when 
under my w^ing ; or as if you had 
already suffered all I would teach 
you to avoid. 

i^rt is true, that it is a task that 
m^iy fathers, among whom are 
sonic names of great distinction, 
ifea* ^ undettakeii already and the 
pieces tliey have obliged the world 
with on this subject, are yet extant : 
a circumstance that may seem; to 
rfeiider this littte essay of mine need- 
less^ But th^e have diriected their 
thouglits toa pitchv above tlie level 
of your station knd . none, that I 
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know of; staoped so low as an ap- 
prentice ; to whom, nevertheless, 
advice was equally necessary. 

Hence you will find many articles 
here, not touclied on -by their ob- 
servations*; yetsuch> as, when tried, 
will be found well-worthy your at- 
tention. But what concerns you 
most is^* ni)t'the doctrine, but the 
use : Ibf it is not so'hard to give 
good counsel as to apply it. Young 
men are apt to think themselves 
wisest ;» but that in general is im- 
possible, because wisdom is the re- 
sult qf time and reflection and youth 
mu^t,'Of course, be almost as much 
a stranger to the one; as the other. 

You have, at least this advantaoe 
then,- to trade on the stock I have 
akeady purchased ; to H'hich if you 
B2 
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add your own acquisitions, you may 
be wiser at your outset in life, than 
many others at the close of theirs. 
If therefore this precaution of mine 
does not answer, the error will he 
your own ; with tiiis terrible a^ra<^ 
vation, that youp follies will be with- 
out excuse. 
i 

. I have made it my care to place 
you with a man of character and 
ability in his profession ; from whom, 
I hope, you will faceive the mOcit 
cogent inducements to the exercise 
pf virtue, by his virtopu& example. 
Remember then, in tlie first plape, 
that all duties are reciprocal and« 
if you hope to receive favour and m«- 
dulgence from him, you must, first 
of all, endeavour to deserve it by 
your obliging and ingenuous belia^^ 
yiour. As you fill the character of 
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d servant, it will be expi'cted you 
will act as a master and, if you 
acquit yourself not only inoffensive- 
ly^ bo t meritoriously, you have, as 
it weie, bespoken the opinion of the 
irorld in your favour and may hope 
to be eacoura^^ed, trusted and $er\'ed 
aecordiogly* The grand fouitdatiou 
•f. wbicb, xtmst be an inviolaJ>le at-^ 
tsdblBebt to truth, both in word 
and ^d. ? 

" J^^J TTo lye, to the prQucfice 
of otbeiss argues walice add viHa)iy 5^ 
to !y« iA excuse of ourselves, g^^Ufe 
and cowardice ; boUi way.s a det^igi^ 
to delude with false representatiunar 
of tjanga and adv^utage our^elvc^ by 
tjie deceit, Nov, however artifici'^ 
ally we may cany on this infamous 
piuctice for a while, in the end it ia 
always discovered and it is hardly ta 
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be imagined what infinite contempt 
is the consequence. Nay the .more 
plausibly we have conducted our 
fallacies before, the more* severely 
shall we be censured afterwards. 
From that moment, we lose all trust, 
all credit, all society ; for all meii 
avoid a liar as a common enemy*; 
truth itself in his .month loses its 
dignity ; being always su^ectad ami 
often disbelieved. .-'... > 

' If, therefore, you should ever im* 
warily fall into an offence, never seelo 
to cover it over with a lye. The last 
fault doubles- the former and each 
makes the other more inexcusable ; 
whereas what is modestly acknow- 
ledged is easily forgiven and the very 
confession of a small trespass, es- 
tablishes an opinion that we are iii- 
Boceut of greater, , ^ 
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Dishonesty J] But truth in speech 
must, likewise, be accompanied . by 
integrity in all your dealings ; for it 

is as impossible for a dishonest per- 
son to be a good seiValnt, as it is for 
a madman or an ideot to govern him- 
self, or others by the laws of com- 
mon eth$e. Dare not, therefore, 
kUow yourself even to wish fo con- 
vert the property of suiother to your 
own use ; more especially,, where 
this^is committed to yobr charge ; fw 
breach of trust is as heinous an ag--» 
gravation of theft, as pretended 
friendship is of murder. If, there-^ 
fore, you should be lucky in your 
frauds^ and esciape without bein^ 
punished or detected, you will ne^ 
vertheless stand self 'condemned ;^ 
be ashamed . to trust yourself with 
your own thoughts and wear in y our 
very countenance, both the consci- 
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K^asness of gihlt and dread of a Sis«- 
€ov€ry : whereas miiocence looks. ft}^> 
ways upwards, jmeet& thei mbst in- 
quisitive arid suspicious ;€ye and 
stands tiiid&imted i^elore Qpd and 
imih Qsk the other hand>^^ if ever 
your^koetyefi&B eoixi6 to lights to Bay 
mtthmg of the pep*lties of tjip Jaw^r 
withwiia^ aiiai^^ and coi)fi»9iQii oi 
£i€e, mii;NE.3nMk«^peaf Ipefeis thos^ 
you liave wronged I And vitb what 
gwef of heart muBt yo w teiofefiow 
and . friefids foe made eye^ of^ ear*-' 
witnesseSi of yo^r dtegmce ! Nor i$^ 
this all; for, even supposing you 
should be convinced of yoiir foHy! 
and sincerely abhor it for tbt^.future^. 
you mmst «everthele8s, be always 
liable to smpirion and^ othet^ will 
hove the boi^ne^s to pilfer^ on the 
presttinpticm that yon will be under** 
stood to be the thief. 
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Cbn»iM»C£r,] But it i$ ioc w»boit on 
3^* not only to be honest yourself^ 
but to disdain to connive at the .dis-» 
honesty of othera. He that winks at 
aiiinj u ry tliat he might prevent^sbares 
ill it ; and it is as scandalous to fear 
blame or reproach for doing your 
duty^ as to deserve* reproof for the 
neglect of it ; sliould there be» tliere*^ 
fore, a general confederacy, among 
your fellow*8crvaivts, to abuse the 
confidence or credidity of your mas- 
ter, divulge it tlie very moment >ou > 
perceive it, for fear your very silence 
sJiouid surest paxticipatian of their 
,gmlt. 

; lWe%.3 There i» still an^thsr 

sort of fidelity which may be called 

that of affectiou^^ the other 19 of' 

» actioHi being sJniost of ad much eon^ 

seq^noe too andidmt never &ilst» 

B 5 
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ende'at you toi thosfe in whose favi^ur 
it is employed; 'I- m«iii tkati^de-: 
fending their reputations ; fibt dnly 
negatively, by avoiding all ?eprt>ach-. 
ful, indecent, or even familiar terms 
in speaking of them ; but positively, 
by endeavouring at all times, to vin- 
dicate them from open aspersions, 
aiid base insinuations of others. 

Tdrnperance^jThBtyauT integrity may 
be permanent, it must be founded on 
the Rdckof Temperance. First,tliere-' 
fore banish-sloth, and an inordinate' 
103tig'of ».^eas€ ;- active miiKls only be- 
ing fit for employments and none buti 
the industrious either deserving, or 
hftving a possi bHity to thrive. This 
gave occasion to Solomon to exdlaim. 
'^* iht .sluggard shall be cloathed with 
rags^> because -he cries, yet a/Iittle* 
more^teeps *a -Httte more slumber,?'^ ^ 
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J^fc'the folly bf sleeping away Qne's* 
days is obvious to the: dulleiyii q^iparT 
city ; it being so much time abfttejii 
from our lives, and either returning 
us into a like cQtidijkionjt with th^ti"We 
were in before our birthg, or an|tiqif ^ 
pating that, which we wAy expeqt in 
the grave. In* short, sleep is but % 
refreshnient, not an employmeBt ; 
and, while we give way to the pleas- 
ing, lethargy, we sacrifice both the 
duties and enjoyments of our being. 

Pieamre.yi Neither is it enough ta 
avoid sloth; you must likewise fly 
the excesses of that enchantress, Pka-^ 
sure. Pleasure, when it becomes our 
business, makes business a torment; 
and it is as impossible to pursue both,, 
as tp serve God and Mcunmon. Voi^ 
may perhaps, think this lesson^ hard 
tp learn ; bijt it is nevertlieiess;, the 



y Google 



d0 A rassEST yos 

f v^verse of the prophet's rotl, audi if 
iMtter im the mouth, is sweet iii tbe 
beUjf. 

To 6x{>l8^ mytelf iiMre fully on 
tfaisheftd; dottotims^melnieaii fajr 
this, tbat» tiiough you must live by 
t!ie sweat of your brow, you most not 
jx^ap the harvest of your own iaboars.. 
Neither God iior nianemctss it of 
yao. I .^peak only of pemicious, or 
Hnlawfal pleasures, f^ueh asi ai^ranged 
ttiKler the word Intemperance, such 
as prey oii tlie body and purse, aiid 
ill ii\e end invoh-es the' soul in *lieir 
coinijion destruction, 

• tlxcess,^ Excess iii a pleasiirable 
evil, that smiles, and seduces, en- 
ehanfcs -ajiid destroys* Fly her very- 
^rst appearance th^nj it is not safe 
to be within thcjglance of het^yte, ^ 
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ip4ftdho£h€r vome a^, if y oil onctf 
beeQme fkoiiliftr ^ith h^r, yeu^ JW*^ 
undone. Let me &rt|^er aild^ thftfe 
sbe wears a variety of sliapes aH pkasH 
tftg, all accomoiadatad to^ttar our. 
a|ipetite aiid ii^aai^eour de$if^^' r 

, To 1^ epiciM^e ahe fireseiita^ielie 
ciMKi basM|iiet9i to tfie: hfiedhfwiiiii: 
storeof eufttbttewmes* tfltiieist^U'f 
alisthis seisglip of intatresaeSs to each 
tliealLiitf»ieati«eirfttdift|^ron^t6 aiid 
to all a pleMitig poi$c«a that »at imif 
\ttipa»r6 the body^ibnAatn^liea tiikfe 
toiiiid, aRdniake3u»Wiili^rtiptsofour. 
lives, aswellaafiurcredftand states.. 

; InEmtu^^ Above all things tiieiii 
be temperate and &rst in: fitf/ifa^. iiln^ 
eKpeiisive moy^th v^iU v^ur «^ «06 
pair of hands ami a^iiliiigcl^iifH 
peaae ^ai waiita of Joatttixi/iliMettC^ 
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fectually, as M^ll as more innocaatjj^,". 
ttiaft a pound . This caution deserves 
your attention so mUch 'the more, 
as you are stationed iri ^ city^where^ 
dae of the reigning vices i& the ri&t 
of a prodigal titblei ^ riot that l}« 
been severely inveighed against by 
our more >«|)st«inmtts ijeigiibiKifs, 
and wfiioh^bv6f)^ an1efleh)ii}fttel4Mi^c> 
would'bli^htta'be ireftr€ti»fh(^l(»ritb: < 

I DriihingK^ ^lionravelr 'injuriwis this 
specials «f extie» may Ije to tliie body. 
Or tbe>^r4e, iil-^i$\!ioti so criminal,: 
in many irespectV, as^^'hat of* living 
oiily to^lie a tboiroagh-ifeiJe for wine 
and 5^rc;ng'-rfrmA: ; for he that places 
MS'Slipreme delight iia a^ tavern, and 
ik^omeai^y 'tilLke has^dtai^kaway hi^^ 
senses^ sooti rend^r^^^hmi^self unfit for 
et^rytthi9g ehej- iFrolicjaxnis^htis 
foUo^ed with paids^ aaid sickness iiir 
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the )norning'^nd tbell ^'whitt' vi«s43&^ 
fore the poison, is administeredj.as th^ 
cure. So that a whole life is often 
wasted in this expensive pWenfey ; 
poverty itself cutting off the^e^/nift^t 
not the inclination and a m!*t^ry night^ 
being still esteemed worth Kvingfor;* 
though fortune, friends and eVeiV 
health itself, have deserted us; nay* 
thotigbw'e ^arenekri^r mentioned bu1»« 
with contempt and disgrace, and • toi 
wam^othersfiromthe vices that haver 
beenoyr undoing. When you are most> 
inclined .M to stay another bottletf 
be- suve to go ;' that is the most Q6Pi^ 
tain indication wliitjh cah bctgivtert^^ 
that you have drank enough.- Theif 
nxoment after, your «eai^n likie-4i^ 
false fviend, will desert youf^^heny^li 
most need its assistoofioe. ;« *y ou will ;be 
ripe for ev*iy .nwischief, and^npbrea^tt^ 
to peseM> tfaan^ to &AlawJdatiyig(^<id 
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cottHwi vbicfa Aigjbjt preserve y^ 
firomit 

Drem.'] iThere is, likewise, an in- 
t0iii{>emnc6 in dn$$^ which though 
opt $0 l^i^Jiaeabie or dangt^roiiH 9A th- 
ther qC the oUiers, is i]ueTeftl)deas 
worth yo«r care to avoid. Though 
thk foUy 15 not of Engiis^ growth, it 
agrees so well with the soil/ t}i«t it 
flourishes rather more b^re, timir . 
wheiie it first sprang up* Preten- 
ders at courts frequetiters of pufolfc 
places pf resort, andilKMse who would! 
da»le tlie la<lies, £ucst; .adojpted tli^ 
^hioii, and from tli^ip, though with 
iK^fold absurdity, it has spread to 
the ions of court and J^oyal Excfumge^ 
Press is, at be«>t^ but a female privi- 
lege, and, in^men^ argue both levity 
Qf nickd, andeSemiiiacy of matmexs- 
Btit, in acitiseii, aa ai&ctatioo. of: 
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this kind is xicTer td be pardohed; 
in him it is a vice «s well as a folly ; 
opemog a door to esjkfavaganc^, 
tirhdeh never iaiia to be attended with 
ruirt: and the prudent do not car^ 
to deal with a man who must in$mi 
c^tUer them» or hiQatelf. WherevW 
there is a woman in a &miiy, there 
is^^a natural issue for all the expenoe 
tliai can be spared on that article and 
itsadi^poot ^dirreteh mtat hatid ^ nise-9 
vaiBl« iidad^ mb6 li^oald infttme hia 
vife'is "folHes by his town. * In sliofi,. 
s5n» to lajr out your money in fine? 
clothes^ may be justified in fortune- 
l^untei:^; l^^umse it is their stock in 
feridej but in nobody else ; the Watt 
ifk the street or some little deference^ 
where ydu are twi kmmn^ being all: 
tlie advanta^s attending it and» 
where ymi are^ absurd finery is no 
more regarded than tke poor player 



y Google 



S9 A PHESBStXFBm 

oh the stage, in tlie?yobesjof aprincet 
THe fop, who oime into the presehce 
of Hairy the €ighthiwth an hundred 
tenements upoholiis hsuck/. would 
have had twice Ojiiin^njr iiats- offj if 
he had annually pat* tli6 rents into 
his pocket. It is;i therefore, wisdom 
to wear, such apparel as suits your 
condi^tioa; not sorted jarid be^aidy^ 
Aor fdppidh^and coaceited ; agreeably 
to what the poet puts in the 6ith^^ 
mouth, dpeaking^ to Isi&soii of iiift ha^ 
bit, whicli he advises io Ke V rich, 
ftot gaudy, noi' expressed ^n fariby;**^ 
- tt "'.r/' ;•; i- . - ' , - v. ' '.. .^ • . 
i Govimmenfofihe tongue. J .The at^f^^ 
dr mrtue ofhoiding your tongue is the 
next thing I»siiall lay v before you^;. 
both a rare ^xvA an excellent quality 
and. what contributes greatly to cmr 
ease and-prosperity i.lm general,, there- 
fore,, riraeml^erlit :is.as:danggirau&*ta 
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fall in love with one's own voice, as 
one's own face. Those that talk 
much, cannot always talk well, and 
may much oftener incur censure 
than praise. Few people care ta b* 
eclipsed and a superiority of- seti9S 
is as ill brooked, as a superioritj;? of 
beauty, or fortune. If you are visc^ 
therefore, talk little, but heacmudM 
What, you are to learn from jrounotf 
mustvbe by thiuking and£rom£)itiieni 
by lipeech. Let tl»m. fmd teiigm 
then, and you ear; by whicli inea^ 
such as are pleased with themselves, 
which are the gross of mankind, will, 
likewise be pleased wiUi ydu and 
you will be doubly paid for your at-, 
tent ion, bo th in affection and know-* 
ledge. ..: .. 

Talking ofx>ne\seilf.'] W^hett people 
talk of themselves lend both your ears ; 
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itds the sureiit M^y to karn mankind ; 
I^Jet JUBcn be €Ver.so mucb upon 
tbi^r guMrd> it is odda if Bome such 
eacftpe is not inade> as is -4 sufficient 
4jiew tQ the whole charajcter. I need 
BQl olmrve to you tha^> for the very 
WEmtemm, you are never to wake 
JVUself the subject of yonr own conn 
VCfsatioii*; though I hopie you \f ill 
bftve' no vrices 'to conceal^ all then 
ioore ix^rmities and, ' next to the 
motiag thein out, which .is perhaps 

«Bpo88»ble> Iff the concealing them. 

... . • / 

, lif^natured jests.} If it is daogerbtts 
to ^peak of ourselves, itisanuchmore 
&o to t9}^e freedoms with other peo*<^ 
pk. .A jest may tickle iiBaiiy, but 
if it hurts one^ the resentment th$t 
follows it, may do you more injury, 
than t^ repiit%tiDii; service. 
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Offending women J] But it is more 
especialty dangerous to makef ree witlil 
the persons, or ckaracters of tcomen ; 
for tliey are natui-ally prone to ragcf 
and^ through the very frailty of thci«« 
natures, seklon fail to av^ige^ what 
bra\'er minds either overlook, orfor-^ 
give. Besides^ conscious of thei# 
O^n feebleness, they lay4lieir design^ 
more cunningly^ and prosecute tlieii! 
Uttle quarrels more impIacMify^ than^ 
could be expected from creatufes so 
nearly lesembling angels. iFearfiuf 
of disappointments, they nev^r trust 
to after-games, but effect all their 
purposes, by oijue ^if^k iilow ; beii^^ 
taught, by future, likewise, that pen 
licy of aiming at the head, not the 
heel and of accomplishing thei* Ten-* 
geance after the Italian modew For, 
however great they «jteem the pro-^ 
vocation, they seldom suflfer their 
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anger to break ofat, till sure bfstUk- 
jpg home.. Hence, it i& manifest 
from story, that no hatred is .so exr- 
treuie, no revenge so cla'ie-covered, 
npr so inexorable as a i^'oman's . Wit- 
Hes^.\<the ca^of Sir Tkotnas Overbury, 
^OHi friendship itself could not 
i;au$f ul froiji being a victim to femi- 
nifie rage. . Neither' does^ the truth, 
,Qr jEalseliQod of wh^t is said, alter 
the:ca50.a jot : unless by how much 
the truer, by,so» ^uoh the more pro- 
vpjiing ; it being with them as with 
Nera^ " whQ oould not bear to be 
told of wMtUe tQok a delight to do." 
Lip, worijl, ^ to conceal 13 their pnn- 
gipalaitfeifice, they ha^^iKMie so much 
a^i tho.se who. ende^^vour to.pry into 
tljeir actions. ,' ,.. 

r • ■ . • 

.. /JJhis^must not be said too com- 
prelipnwyely ;; for,4:here are many of 
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thatseK/rwhosa junoc^cy siiite the 
deJicacy oftlieir .oDostitutioiis; ge?- 
nuine turtles, who, being free from 
guilt, are equally free from suispicioa 
afid malice. Thesie deserve to be 
distinguished from the gloomy, des-» 
perate tribe, alluded to above, and 
have nothing to fear from the licen- 
cious tongues of pur aei, if they can 
escape those x)f their Dxrn. 7 

Family secret^.\ Over and above 
these generalcaution&for the govem- 
meut of tlie tongufe, iyou muiit, in at 
more particular^ liiarnierybe • careful 
of the sccritR]0f'the'famihf, wliereipL 
you hve ; ftxttn w^l^eace iaif^y. tli^ 
most mdiffer^t circumstance m^j^t 
bedivulged; fi^iM>$,i>vho Y^iUi^ijp^pj^ 
thing indiscre^tVy, may vefy ju^t^lyv 
be thought to retaiii nothing ancj 
those, who are on the watch for in- 
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fortnttion, will, fimn a v«iy remote 
hint,: conjecture all tlie rest. 

Secretl rinsed iti y(m.^ I do not ad- 
vise you .to seek the confidence of 
etfaerj?, for, if the secret entrusted, 
should happen to take air^ though 
you are innocent of the discovery, it 
tfs od^s but the imputation ioX^ on 
your fidelity ; but, if any such 
trust is reposed in you, sufter the 
torture, ratlier tliari disclose it ; bc- 
^iiles tile mischief it may occasion to 
kim yftho confided in you, it *must 
argue an extreme levity of mind to 
kak out to one man what was com* 
muniieated to you by another ; which 
last must likewise in Us heart, de« 
tpise you for your incontinence, and 
secrcUy resolv^ never to trust hi$ 
a&trs to the custody of such a sieve. 
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. Oni^s own secretjfJ] Hetice I am, 
natQiulIy^ led toi»ittieiiyou» not to 
be taikatwe of SQch designs as you 
hsisreki y(Mv hesid; of bargains to 
-buy, or business /to do. By tbis 
meaois, you give others an opportu- 
luty to forestall you, if they think it 
worth their while, and such, whose 
interest interferes with yours, will 
take the alarm .and endeavour to 
disappoint you, to their own advan<* 
tage ; besides all which, it is no bad 
policy to take such aa we mean to 
deal with unprepared. In brief, ne- 
\et talk of your designs, till they 
have taken place and, even then, 
you liad better continue silent, lest 
it shottkl .prejudice your future 
deaKags* 

• It nwst hQwewr.be pwjied a y^^y 

difllcult task^ as self is alv^ys.uppei- 

C 
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m4>sf iit the^iiirfd, not to give vent, 
sometime?, *o the jay of having r cted 
yith notable shrewdness and ad- 
dress. That man has not half 
enough of either, who cannot pre- 
vail on himself to stifle all preten- 
sions to both* To proclaim om^s 
skilly is to beat an alarm to thos^ 
we deal with ; as lie that draws 
his sword puts every body else on 
his guard, . And whoever is per- 
suaded he is overmatched by you, 
will never nergotiatc with you again ; 
at leasts in commodities that fluc- 
tuate, in thdr value, aiocoifdiiig to 
the demand.at markets . , ^ 

Expectations^] Neither is it pru- 
dent to talk of our expectatiem Or of 
our dependencies on the promises 
of otiiers. If we meet with di^p- 
poiatments instead of services,r we 
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&ink as much in oar reputations, as 
if they were owing to ourownb:i 
conduct, and it is well if we ar :;. 
deeded) for our credulity ^ : ; . ; 
bargain. .Some people are u. ,u 
genuous, enough to, make use oi a.. 
advantages to gratify their malignity 
and it must be our business to give 
them^as few opportunities as possi- 
ble. 

Other peoples quarrels.} * Be, like- 
wise, warily silent in all concerns of 
disputes between others. He that 
blows the coals in quarrels he has 
nothing to do with, has no right to 
complain if the sparks fly in his 
face ; it being extremely difficult 
to interfere so happily^ as not to 
give oiFepce to either one party, or 
the other ; almost all xaen having 
their eyes immoveably fixed on their 
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own interest and cmitinuing obsti* 
nately blind to the demands of their 
antagonist. Tlierefore, you must 
either side with each by turns and^ 
thereby, deceive both, or expose 
yourself to the disgust, and antmo^ 
sity of the loser, who will judge of 
your conduct, not according to 
ti'uth, but his o^vn seMish preju- 
d'ices- 

Talc hearing.'] Nothing can be 
more scandalously odious, than offi- 
ciously to carry vi/laming taks be-* 
t ween persons at ^rariance and, there- 
by, l^eep up tlian rancour, which, 
for want of fresh provocations, might 
otherwise expire- Beside, it is as 
dangerous an office, as holding a wolf 
by the ears ; you can neither safely 
proceed, nor leave off and, if ever 
they come to an accommodation^, 
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tiie ifits^i^iy is s^e t(> be the ficst 
sacrifice^ r 

One's -^ywn guarreis.'} In all such 
cases, therefore, let yoijr tongue be 
ifipped in oil, never in vinegar, and 
Bather endeavoirrta mollify, than to 
irritate the wound and,. even, M'here 
fmi yxymseU may become a princi-^ 
pal, avoid anger as much as possible, 
that you may avoid giving the pro- 
TocatioBs, almoat insepai;^r from 
it. If injured", the less passion you 
betray,, tlie better you will be. able 
to stete your caisc ajnd obtain jus- ; 
tke, and if you ace the aggressor^ " 
rudeness, reproaeli^ disdaio and «on- r 
tempt, but render your adyersarj^t 
implacable ; whereas by mildness and. 
good iiianters , t he ^ most int tacta bje 
may be qualified and tfce^oafc ex»3r> 
perated,. appeased- ., . t> 
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" I find I have insensibly strayed from- 
the government of the tongue to that' 
of the hearty and tlicrefore it will not 
be impertinent to inform you that 
quarrels are easier avoided, than 
luade up ; for which reason do not 
ht it be in the power of.c^ery trifle 
to ruMe you. A weathercock^^ thut . 
is the sport of every wind, iias ma»^ 
repose than a. clioleric man ; some*^ ■ 
times exposed to the scorn, some-^* 
times to tlie resentment, and ever to/ 
the abhorrence of all who know him* > 
Rather wink at small injuries, than 
be too forward to avenge them ; he 
that, to destroy a single bee, should : 
throw down the hive, instead of one 
enemy, would make a thonsatid, . 

It is abundantly better to study 
the gpod will €f all, than to excite 
the resentment of. any ; of alii 1 ^ 
mean, but such%hose friendship is 
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not to he gained except by aliaring 
ill their crimes. For there is not at 
ci^MtUreso c(mtemptible> which may 
notjbesQfoewhat ben^cial.aiid whose 
enmity ms^ not be ai^ detrimental. 
The mouse in one iablcy spared by. 
the lioD, aftenvardsy in ^atitiide, set 
the wme lion free ffom the toils be 
was entangled in^ by gdawing theinr 
ta piee^s aiid> ia another,, tlie gnat 
is r€presented cliaUengin^ the lioi>^ 
mod having had the best of the 
combat.. 

4ffiibiUfy.J Make a trial, theise^ 
fi>i«) Biad you will always find tl)e 
force of a&biiity . Daily experience, 
shews UH, that we majkeoiily those 
bruJt^ 9^11: pl%)>-&llows^ wbii:h are 
mild 4^]4g<^Hll^i and.kfep.tl^qKe ait a 
4i«|%nfe^ and in cl^awis, wlifdv-wa' 
ta|cetahj^pureuf^mies. - . r 
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r frutgaUhf.'] What I shall iiftxt ce- 

ccHXime&d to you i»frugulitjf^iksti^i^d>^ 

tioe of which is expedieirt for aU» bu£ 

€speci^iy fur such as> yoii» liha are, 

kk€ the siik-vrorm , to spiiiyonr ridies' 

cut of your awii bosani. What I shall 

give yott being youv full share and* 

as much 38 I can a£brd> and what 

I shall leme being neither decent noi^ 

prudent for you to reckon upon i 

since, till my death, you can have^ 

fio advantage from it and it depeacfeM 

on your own behaviour, whetlHef^ 

even then it shall be yours, or no* 

1 say, therefore, it isr it^umfbent Bti 

you to fee frugal-; for; i^ fo^ ntfiss-^ 

carry throwgh tl>e want of frugaRty,.- 

your first advcfiture will be yoiiir' 

lasl, and I neither can^ nor w<yftlcl^ 

f>ut it m youf power fo »hif>wreek' 

yoiir credit again; Besi^s iaTl weni^ 

both able and «ilHng^ to re^riew 
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y^iiF fortune, wrouldbea much more 
diffictf^ ta9k, thaii it is now totn^ke- 
it. YauMr<^ulii have the same diffl-. 
<n)lt4es> ix^ eucaunter with> as yoiL- 
haTe at preftmtr anil^ pei^iaps, sitcli 
prfejucHces into . tlie bai^in, arising.^ 
:Srom your former i»rr<M^, as ooeQ^ 
ileavodrs uiigtit evm get the better 



'Credii.Ji Be, tlierefore; anxiously 
solicitous to presei-ve yom^ cr^^eveu 
ftom> suspicion ; for;, next t<| losing: 
it,* 16 the doubt of its beiiig.endaii* 
gered. Jw order to do4i)i»>niost: ef«» 
fectually PstiH !^y be frugal. Credit, 
bought at the expence of money, 
belongs only to persons of an estate^ 
or such who have already made theiv 
fortiMies; in eveiy body beside, 
tlirift approaches nearest to virtue^? 
and will be est^med accordingly. . 
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Thrift.'] By thrift I would haw 
you to understand not only: 11^ 
avoiding profusion,, or tlm Uniting 
your expences to. poiuids, and, sbilr 
lings, but even ta pem:e>.and fiir- 
tJiings. The neglect oi trifles, as* 
they <aTe called,, is su&iiing: a nioth.. 
to eat holes, in your purse and-, let 
out all the pmfits, o£ your, industry - 
Nothing is more tfue than. the old; 
prbverln '^tliat a penny saved is* 
two-pence got.*'' When,. tl*erefore>. 
you wrangle for % farthing, in^a bar- 
gain, or reltLse ;to,tli£Ow it aniay in^ 
sport,"do not let fi3ols laugh you oufc 
of your economy ! Bat leave them. 
their jest, and keep you.your money.. 

Remember,, the most magnifiGeati 
edifice was raised^romone single stoim 
and every access, ho»r little sotver,. 
helps to raise the heap. Let di man 
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fince begin to save, and he will soon, 
be.cojpvinoed, that it is the strait 
rpad to- wealth , To hope , it may be 
g^ued from nothing,, is to build cas- 
tl€p ill the air ; but no trifle is so 
sfoall^ th?.t will npt serve for a foun- 
da^tion.. IJe, that hath one shiUin^ 
may,. with pore .ease, increase it to 
five, than he procure a penny who 
is iiot jiiaster o£ a farthing*. It was, 
on tlii^ priuciple thai the poor dro* 
yer scraped together enough to pur- 
chase, a. calf andv from, that con- 
.temptible beginning, went gradually 
on, till he becanie master of many 
thAUsands a year* He that is not a^ 
good husbs^d ^jn small matters, does^ 
not deserm to be trusted. with. gyeat.. 

Master s Cask.'] But this you are 
sacredly, to -obnerve; if you should 
be , entrusted with, the custody of 
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yoar ma$ter*s cash, look on it 9& W 
plagoe-soFe, ^at« but touched, voidii 
be }reur nCtiat rain. Acanmber tiie 
day of account aiiist come when tlie- 
itiost minute tre8]pBS8 oumotbe eon-^ 
cealed and when acarce^ an over' 
Sight will; be iatffmn. In cases 9^. 
propertjr men. idter their very nsH- 
tures ; areerer snspicioiis of wnmgS'- 
and, if any ase proved, indihe rather 
to punish than to forgire. J^o- not 
be sedueed then into a faidt <^thi# 
ilature, on any coosideratioa what- 
ever. Thoogb.youa2e:taugbt to be 
frugal in your own. nioney,, you ac^ 
fbrbiddes- to covet aii9ther's ao«l>- 
whiie you sfs» ^aenRuit^^youK itka$le» 
b entitled to the benefit of ali yonr 
virtues. 

« 

Industry.} To be £ragsA k-isot sof- 
fident, you must be inSusttidm ioou 



dbyGoogle 



ifMka is stfvBd'by thrifty Must ll^ iiii-^ 

Gtte^stlfiei^, is eflycted^f itiany, and:*' 
^Sfiikatk>a 4iifd ji^meveiaiiGe' have' 
c^ensocceed^ie^ea where all other" 
ii^ii« ftaiP6 "fillled ; 'iifc ftavirig been* 
elt^ olik:i:Ve<ir that a Snmfl • tcssd;: 
which make»qt»dtaad frequent i*^--' 
tium»> brings more g£an to her own— 
^^thaa^tditg&'hi^k, whicbnrakes^ 
feiit'f€!# voyages, thoitgh. she hoMs^ 
*auch, arid irialv«>ays^#ll.*' "^Sd-tcH 
the airit thoii.8Tti^rd»''s»KlS61omonf, ' 
** and leatn<th^ ti^yr atid be wise 1^ 
as if, in her, the powc^ of industry* 
Was most happily tod clesirly illus-' 
trated. Nothing cbti be ntpre ridi- 
eniofis tfaan>thai>. l^stuse ourm^tiii' 
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we.wiiL.not elf iwl»pA ur^ niay.f 4|^ 
privifJij, ottr$e^ ^ what fisi/iq, opH:' 

^, ^argfi ovii ahiUty,. is to- ^Qi^j^le. 
Qurindustiiy :- j^r, t^ m^ r€j^^. 
efforM> we inayjcoinpws ia^tie. jg4„ 
w|ia^,. io the,begiij^^ .ff.. de^QfOf- 
edof.. . . r ^r. :., - •• , 

, Tlie fool,-, that promiisesi Jifi»selit 
Si|cc^«s.witbout.<^deavpur&, jqr dis- 
pair^ ^t »the! ai^^ qi diflftcidties, iS: 
always d^ppeinted;. on the contrfb^ 
ly, he tha^ if indefatigable, succeeds. 
evGa be)^ofid his ejcpeotetipns,. Take 
tbi$?from ift!?^ $ou\ Xhem is. iiot a. 
more certain, rsjga of. a* cr^en s^iifit,. 
tt^. to jba^ the edgpi of one's ag^i- 
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ifity saoiv twrs^fd by oppQ&itiQii, M»f 

ing his fiHtittt<k^^i¥k>«Qoa^ witk^ 
obstacles wd never <givafih ov€^.t^^ 
pursuit;, till he I^m T^ek^^. tjie endr 
haoivofid at* Indeed^ to ^&$i|Her;»^f>& 
titiis l^^t k)ndfi, few llikj^^^e-jkHpo^rr 
sible,.and the^hi6ton»p»^^- speaking oi 
Co^;»o the first duke ofiil'utea$9^,eM^* 
eludes mill, t^k^ . i^tm^ig^ ^ pemi|.tk;;. 
^^ that the Puke by pati^iie^ ai^d^isl^ 
du»try«4 sQriqountfd,4ll; tbo96 dt£K'- 
Gulties^ which h^d^ ^.ther^ise, bfjeut 
inviBcibleK. .. ly. . ; ' 

To 9ay the tnilh^ it ^gn^iar. weakr 
pusillanimous spirit>. to. sink bfmfesafchi 
perplexities and calamities, and' ra- 
ttier lament one'$ sufferings* tlianjlt- 
tampt to. i^iupr? .thenlv. If- ever,, 
tlierefoDe^ yoij app^ehead youEjeif: 
to/ be^ in ;^ qtaoner* overwhelmed^ 
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wflSi adversities, bear up boldljr 
a^ihst tiiem aH.. Bt vtB be t^' 
fifo^er before yott" stiife. At least; aiidt^ 
usa^y perhaps, -gn^ time and oppar-^ 
ttlfiily^fi^ soGoe frie&dl^ Itesd to m^ 
tfer^se Ibr your presenFatioft.. It^^ 
wa» i» s^unMe 4e¥ice tbaira omi made* 
lise of by wfty cf' ^ign : api^r o^com^ 
pas9^, wilbr tbb^ motto : fy eomtancyf 
and Ubwr : one foot being fised^. the* 
atbe^ m motkxu Mifee this a rule,! 
aod: yoii^ mi\h be v^ery Iktie in jfidr-^ 
iKine^^wer. Tliere^Mkig, humanly 
speakings as> certain Foadji to>wes^h^. 
if men resolve to keep within the 
propei^ boiuicto^^afr ^om^ one city to^ 
another* 

¥ott ]li«stVniOi«overy niak« indus^ 
try a part oi ymir ehaitM^ter as earltfi 
» powible.- Be officiously service«r 
lible to your master oii« all occasions. 
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if |K>isi]^ prevent .hts commaiiVk, 
imderstUn^ a n&Ay a;1ook> and ^ rsH 
iher tnepa Ifhaii ia reqiiired of jrou^ 
than I^nth^nyotir^ duty. He merits ' 
l^tlev tliaC^ performs Imt just what- 
woidd be'exMcied'; N't W^b'I^mb t^ 
loTe Mm wko takes a ptediruraw hi»- 
busHfess^ m^Beeta^iMi^bd bjryouri 

eit|btbea to i!6 t^ose 4fiie0» #liitfbt 
ane eaHedJiieafi^, or whicfeyo« liiay' 
thiiUk lieiieath yoiir ^talk»i>. ttHfitetUi 
tiike them ^^Memi^fyyitiarhetMiyi^ 
leasi disgust at tile imp6s(ition« Ho 
dis(piiteftm»dMc^tf witt^ift both ^lutu^: 
t^l'aad Uum^isferly aiifl to obe^^ 
Hitto witW reluctance, or reseuttnent^a 
argii^, yoii obfcy ^nfy through fear>>' 
wfofei^y you ha<^e4k>lh thepaitf i^- 
the iserviee and lose tte riaeril of it; 
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Vukie. of time J] Above ail things 
leam to .put a due v^ue on time and 
h,usbaad evely momjeiit, m if it were 
to i?^ your last*. ; lp time* is cpoapre- 
he^di^d all f\v:&ppsse^i;f iyoy> or msjk 
£ot,9xtAMlo^V^ \\^i welos^ thjBm 
a}}.. ; Tbis is a. lesson thaji; can never 
bg too^oftc^^ nor.tQ^eam^tly incut- 
calief^ .#0pieciatty: W - young peo|>k! ; 
Ipir. fclfeoy are: Ofit ^ flattec thram^Lves, 
they have a iarge stock, npoa tbeic 
ImidsMid tiiat, tiv>«^ days, i»oiit;la< 
aodyjearsareiwfai^only wasted, they 
aeeLstiU riehioi^ ^Qmainder.; B^t 
alas^l B9(i»ii»l»lo.c^J^greater» or. 
n^re fataU ^J^he mouai?nt&, tl^l» 
p^iga^iy Gi^\i^w\iiti^,nm 1^ .¥^^ 
v^duaUle ti^^ <^ii»e di^i|s>&oin:iv4^ 
Ikftb^il t^yrpl^^l^e pfj^eiiig^t. 

odour and, as, on the one hand, th^^ 
ace ij'retrijgvable,^ so neitbi^r, oatlie 



yGoogle 



AN AP^RENTltB. 51 

otber, can all the artifice of mbreex-^ 
perieti6«d life, compensate the loss; * 

Com/M^iy.'] But I bave^^ah^ady,* 
premised that the boir'4)f4iifelnd#ti 
ixot be kept conlimiaity foent. T«> 
relax, sometimes , is, both* alloirableV^ 
and evt&n m^^SMry ; i^soid'^, in ihosef 
hdufft of recreat&m^ yofi Hvitt be mdtt^ 
in dan^r, it will behove you "to^h^ 
then most vigilantly ion jour gua»l;« 
C^m/Mm«m^ will then be calkd in ti^t 
share with yoa in your pleadur^ and, • 
acoor^i^ to yomr cKoice :q£ them, ^^ 
both your ehafaeter and 4i«po5iti0fl^i 
wiU receive a tincture; as water,.! 
passing through minerats, partakes :t 
of their taate and efficacy. /This- i*f 
a tr tb so universally received; that:: 
to know a nian' by his compar\y is/ 
become proverbial; in tlie natural^ I 
as wtll aa in the moral world. lAhA. I 
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asiemtifig with like arid^. hbownmg 
cQntiQiAlly t^ throw off vrhatever i» 
heterogeneous^ Hence we see that 
^bcordlint iQbdure$pitoduce:notfai8g^ 
Iwt broils amd isri^etit^ions^ tiif 
Qiae beeomes vktojcfoits ; wid aa what 
QQd hw y»o^ he will have noue to- 
put dsnmier^ 80 r what fae.l^is thusi 
fitotacHiiidbr faftrf9rbid6.tOL]^ 
I hadoe said tfaaa Hradi/onlyrto con* 
ir.uaoe yoii how. impossible it wiil. be 
imtjoa, tft be thbii^ vk penoa q£ inr- 
t^giitjr^ white yoik converse with, ths 
abaa)doi3ed!fa&di'liGe»ftioM 9&iy by 
heeding wiliksudi^ yon willnot mily 
lose your cha»etie£y..btiifc your viitue 
too ; for, whatever tliey find you^ or 
whatever i^Uacious distinttiona^ yoxi 
injay mik^ betweeii^^ie nen and their 
vices^ in the end the first qualify tlie 
last and. you wi)E asstmoJate,. or grow 
like each. other;, that is to. sayiy by 
becoming familiar with, evil courses. 
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7011 witt cease to regard tiietnas eril 
and, by ceasing to hate them yoo 
HFilI 6(Mm team both to love and p«ac«> 
tise thera. And this may be «oih 
eluded without breach of 4diatity^ 
iritis extremely dificttit ifor frail 
fcuman natuise to recover its lost tn<» 
noeenee; b«t as -easy forit to preci- 
piteite itself into alt^ excesses oif 
vanity ^iftid irice. 

~ Kor does the dttnger <3ihad e^nipa^ 
mf affect th* mind only ; say that yo« 
preserve yowr int^ity, "which is as 
bold a suppoMtion as cam bemaide^ 
fey countenaiiciBg them witli yo«r 
presence, and thou^ not e({uaUy 
guilty, you iflay^bc liftblc to equal 
danger. Va o«ses^sl riots mti. xattt»- 
ders, all^are principals and you may 
be undone forJanother person's evime. 
Nay, in cases tof treason, even sileotBC 
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is cs^Hml and, in such uab^ppy di- 
iewma^fyoiA must either betray your 
frieud'a life, or forfeit your own. 
Thus the :infaiiid«s:a$ia$sia^ who at* 
tempted the murder of one of the 
Princes of Orange^ not only brought 
destruction, on himself, but also on 
his confident; wlio, though he ab-- 
^rred the fact, ,yet kept the couifcil 
of the contriver and the discovery of 
the last, was made merely, by obser- 
vation, that he was often seen in 
company with the former. 

, Fly, therefore the society of ^en- 
«va/, or designing fuen^ or expect to 
foisego your inno^ncej, feel your in- 
dustry, fr6m;a pleasure^ become a 
J)ttrden and ypur frugality give place 
to extravagance. These mischiefs 
ifiiUow in a train and w^^ y^^^ ^^ 
linked to bad liabits^it is as hard to 
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think of parting with them, as: to 
plunge into a cold bath to get rid of 
an ague. Neither does the malign 
nity of tlie contagion' appear all at 
once ; the frcdic first! appears ha-nn- 
Itijss and, when tasted; leaves a long* 
ing relish behind it ; one appoint<- 
xn^nt makes way for anotlier, one 
exp*nce leads on to a second ; some 
irtvite opejily, some insinuate ^crafti- 
ly and all soon grmv too importunate 
to- be denied. Some pangs of re- 
morse yoUf trill feel on your first de- 
generacy and some faiiit resolutions 
ytou would take to be seducfed no 
m^tev which will iio Sooner be disi. 
«btered by these baivds and faptors 
to d($st ruction, but all art^ wilt be 
niied to allure you bacljL to'bear tiiem 
^eompany in thie tenroad beaten path 
to rttin. Of all these, nwie is more 
to^be dreaded ^an ratllersrandthis 
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^iDQmmt exf^ecl to {mve iexeit^d 

upon you' «rtf h its iiiU (mee. Bm^ 

4ies8 andthecares of l^^wiU bcTen- 

ddered idemmtly itdioitoas, looseness 

fliid pcodigsdity will :be called living 

like a gentleman and you will beup- 

liraided with meanobess and want of 

i^pirtt, if yon dare to persist in the 

ways ^t eeoaoray and virtile* Here 

then is a &ir opportunity to shew 

your steftdines93 couiiage and good 

«ense ; encounter wit with wit, tail-- 

4ery with raillery and s^jpear above 

jbeing hurt by banter iiit^^unded, and 

Jests witliout a sting; There is ^ 

jnuchtraerfoftitudfein standing such 

^a charge as this and being rtautieh to 

your integrity, stsftu^Qgan ati^Qn^, 

in the ^y of hafttie» or to^lmg %mr 

dlsmayc^in a tempest, -when wtnda 

iand seas seem to eonspit^ your de«- 

fitruction; Many taen wh(> could 



d by Google 



AM AFPAENTICfi. 57 

stand both the last shocks, have re«. 
lilted in the first and, through stark 
impotence of mind have been un- 
done. 

I could enforce all these arguments 
to induce you to avoid ill company, 
with examples out of number ; bu||^ 
tiiese will every day occur to your 
own observation. And, as I have 
already pointed out to you who to 
avoid, I shall next direct you who to 
cbuse, viz. persons as carefully edu- 
cated and as honestly disposed as^ 
yourself. Such as have property to 
preserve and characters to endanger ; 
such as are known and esteemed; 
whose pursuits are laudable^ whose 
lives are temperate and whose expen- 
ces moderate. With such compa** 
nions as these, you can neither con- 
tract discredit, nor degenerate. into^ 
D 
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excesses; you would be a mutual 
V, check to each other and your repu- 
tation would be so established that it 
would be the ambition of others to be 
admitted members of your society. 

Such should be your company in 
^neral ; for particulars, as a life of 
trade is almost incompatible with 
study and contemplation, and as con- 
versation is the most natural and easy 
path to knowledge, select those to be 
your intimates, who, by being excel- 
lent in some art, science, or accom- 
plishment, may, in the course of your 
acquaintance, make your very hours 
of amusement contribute to your im- 
provement. For the most part, they 
are open and communicative and 
take as much pleasure in being heard^ 
as you in being informed ; whence 
you will attain, at your ease, what 
they achieved with great expence of 
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time and study and the knowledge, 
thus procured, is easier digested and 
becomes more our own, than what 
we make ourselves masters of in a 
more formal and contemplative way ; 
facts, doctrines, opinions, and argu- 
ments, being thoroughly winnowed 
from their chaff, by the wind of con- 
troversy and nothing but the golden 
grain remaining. Thus it is observ- 
ed of Francis the first of France, that 
though he came to the crown young 
and unlearned, yet, by associating 
with men of genius and accomplish- 
ments, he so improved himself, as to 
surpass in knowledge the most learn- 
ed princes of his time. I myself knew 
a young gentleman, who was taken 
from school to sit in the House of 
Commons and had never much lei- 
sure to return to his books ; yet so 
well did he chuse his companioas, ^ 
D2 
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and make so good a use of their con- 
versation, that nobody spoke better 
on almost all points, or was better 
heard ; it being immediately expect- 
ed, from the characters of those he 
chose to be familiar with, that he was 
either already wise, or soon would be 
.;S0 ; whence liis youth and inexpe- 
rience were so far from exposing him 
to contempt, that they greatly con- 
tributed to establish an universal 
prejudice in his favour. 

M€7i of sense.'] Yet further, with 
men of capacity, you may not 
only improve in your understand- 
ing by conversing, but may have the 
benefit of their whole judgment and 
experience whenever any difficulty 
occurs, that puzzles your own . Men 
of superior sense and candour exer- 
cise a ready and flowing indulgence 
wards those who intreat their fa- 
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rour and are never more pleased than 
when they have ^n opportunity to 
make their talents serviceable to 
mankind . Prudence, address, deco- 
rum, correctness of speech, elevation 
of mind and delicacy of manners are 
learned in this noble school and, 
without affecting the vanity of the 
name, you imperceptibly become ^ 
finished gentleman. [The lulgar.'] 
Whereas low, sordid, ignorant, vul'- 
gar spirits, would debase yon to theiv 
own level, would unlearn you all the 
decencies of life and make you abhor 
the good qualities you could not at- 
tain. To preside among a herd of 
brutes would be no compliment to a 
man and yet this ridiculous pre-emi* 
nence would be all the advantage you 
could expect from such boorish conj-? 
panians, which, likewise, if not pur-? 
chased, would not be allowed ; for 
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those who pay an equal* share of the 
reckoning allow no precedency and 
our countrymen are too proud, I had 
like to have said too insolent ^ to 
make any concessions, unless they 
are paid for them. 

Sots.'] In advising you to shun 
excess of wine yourself, it must be 
understood I have already advised 
you to shun such as are mighty to drink 
strong drink. Bears and lions ought 
not to be more dreadful to the sober, 
than men made such by inflaming 
liquors. Danger is ever in their 
company and reason, on your side, 
is no match for the phrensy on theirs. 
In short, he that is drunk is possess- 
ed arid though, in other cases, we are 
to resist the devil y that he may Jly from 
nsy in this, to fly from the devil, is 
an easier task, than to make him fly 
from us. 
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Fake complaisance.'] I shall add 
but one word more on this topic- 
jfteware of a false complaisance, or a 
too easy ductility in being swayed 
by another person'^ humour. If bu- 
siness calls, or you dislike the con- 
versation, or you incline to go home, 
or whatever the call is^ if it is rea^ 
sonable, obey it. A man ought to 
be able to say no^ as well as a woman- 
Not to have a will of one's own ren- 
ders one ridiculous, even to the very 
persons who govern us. Take leave 
then resolutely, but civilly and yoa 
will find a very few instances of stea- 
diness, on such occasions,, will secure 
you from future importunities. 

Friendsliip.'] Though I have said 
much under the head of companions, 
it is still necessary to add sometliing 
concerning friends 4 Friend and com^ 
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panion are terms often used as 
meaning the same thingj but no 
mistake can be greiater. Many 
persons have variety of companions, 
but how few through their whole 
lives, ever m.eet with a friend I 
Old stories, indeed, talk of friends 
who mutually contended which 
should die for the other, and talka- 
tive Greece has not been sparing to 
trum^pet out their praises. But, 
even by the manner of celebrating 
these heroes of friendship, it is very 
evident such examples are extreme- 
ly rare. Our records, at least, shew 
none such. The love of interest 
seems to be the reigning spirit in our 
bosoms and, wherever this pure and 
delicate union is to be expected, 
meum and ^uum must be words utter- 
ly unknown . Friendship, therefore, 
in the strict meaning of the word, i& 
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jiot likely to be the growth of our 
clime and, according to the idea w€ 
entertain of it, is confined within 
very narrow bounds. For example, 
I may have lived, for numbers of 
yestf^j, in the strictest intimacy with 
ft particular man; we may have ad- 
ventured in the same business, sharr 
ed in the same pleasures, interchang- 
ed continual good ofi&CQS and treated 
one another with an unrestrained 
confidence ; but all on these premises, 
that nothing should be exacted on 
either side, to the prejudice of our 
darling . interest ; that obligations 
should be exactly balanced and that, 
on the least rupture, we should be 
free to complain mutually of mutual 
ittgratitude. Whence you are tp 
undl^l'stand, that our very friendships 
a^e but a barter of services and civi*- 
Uties miA%K not so m»cb calculated 
D5 
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to gratify the honest, undesigning in- 
stincts of the heart, as for snares to 
re-demand our own with usuxy. 

Choice offriendsi] This being the 
foundation of modem intimacies, you 
cannot be too wary iii the choice of 
him you would call your friend ; nor 
suffer your affections to be so far en- 
gaged, as to be wholly at his devo- 
tion. It is dangerous trusting one's 
. happiness in another person's keep- 
ing; or to be without a power to re^ 
fuse, what may be your ruin to grant. 
But, if ever the-appearance of wis- 
dom, integrity and every other vir- 
tae^ should lead you to cultivate a 
more than ordinary friendship, never 
profess more than you design to make 
good and, when you obhge, let it be 
freely, gallantly and without the 
mercenaiy view of a rigid equivaleirt. 
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Neither put your friend to the pain 
of sohciting a good office, but spare 
his modesty and make it appear that 
you are happy in an opportunity of 
doing him service ; but in this, as in 
all other things, be guided by discre- 
tion. As I would never have you 
apply to another for what would en^ 
danger his fortune and, of course, 
ruin his family, so nevei; be induced, 
on any consideration, to riin the like 
risk yourself* What interest you 
6an make, what time you can devote, 
what ready money youxan spare for 
•the advantage of your friend, is no^ 
bly disposed of and- never upbraid 
him, even should he prove ungrateful. 
JBonds and securities. '\ Bonds, notes^ 
or securities, which it is possible, 
•neither he, nor you, may be able to 
make good, I caution, you, on my 
blessing, never to engage ia. It is 
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hot only mortgaging your whole cre- 
dit and fortune, but peace of miiid. 
You will never think of your obliga- 
tion without terror and, the nearer 
the day of payment approaches, the 
more exquisite will be your pangs. 
In a word, I have seen as many men 
dragged into ruin by these fetal in-^ 
cumbranees, as by a life of riot and 
debauchery. Consider, therefore, 
that it is a breach of friendship for 
any man to ask so unreasonable a 
kindness and, from that momi^it, be 
upon your guard! it being but a 
poor consolation^ to be pitied in ca-- 
lamities undeserved ; or have it said 
of you, *^ he was a good-natured man 
and nobody *s enemy but his own-*^ 

In fine, as to whait concerns yourf 
self, live in such a manner, as may 
challenge fri^i^lship and fevQurfiroiu 
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all meij ; but defend yourself with 
tt]Le jitmost vigilance, from ever stand-* 
iiig in need of assistance from any^ 
Though.it is a glorious thing to be^ 
l^tow, it is a wretched thing to a^ply 
and^i over and above th^ tyranay,.the 
capriciovsnes^, ingratitude and in* 
^nsibility you will expose yourself 
to, when reduced to such expedients, 
yoM will thqu see human nature in 
4ju<jh a light, as will put you out of 
huiPQur with society and make you 
l)lush that ypu are one of such a 
worthless species. 

J ftttdl have, imperceptibly^ hur- 
ried too 6at> and addressed you> as 
if you were already acting for your- 
self, before I have finished what is 
naqessary foryour observation^ while 
you are under the direetiost of a ma«k 
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• Femah servants.'] In that station, 
it will be impossible for you to avoid 
the company and conversation of fe- 
male servants and it will be expedient, 
both for your ease and quiet, that 
you should live upon good terms 
'with them-; giving yourself no supe- 
rior airs to provoke their pride, or 
exacting more observance from them 
than they are willing to pay ; but it 
is a matter of the highest consequence 
for your to avoid.all familiarities with 
them> either within doors, or with- 
out. They are, generally, persons 
both meanly born and bred, with 
-very few gpod qualities, often with 
none at all, wanton^ mercenaFy, rapa«- 
cious and designing. They will make 
it both their study and ambition to 
ensnare you, affect to do you good 
offices,, be ever r^ady to serve you-, 
seem never, to be, so well pleased as ^ 
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in your company ; injure^ the family 
to regale you ; attempt to seduce yon 
with smiles, blandishments and all 
the stratagems of intriguing hypocri- 
sy. If you fall into the snare^ the 
least you can expect, is to have your 
attention taken off your business^ 
your time lost, your pocket drained 
and, perhaps, your integrity assailed 
to gratify their pride, or avarice, in 
a more prodigal manner, than you 
can, honestly, afford. If they hap- 
pen to have a deeper reach than or*- 
dinary, they will j)robably aim at 
your utter undoing, by a clandestine 
marriage, in which, if wheedling, false 
pretences, falser caresses, and conti- 
nual importunities fail, they wiH 
talk in a higher tone, take advantage 
of your fears and threaten you with 
a discovery. On all accounts, there- 
ibre, keep yourself out of the reach 
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^f their ambuscades, or, if youshoulcj 
be so weak as to suffer yourself to be 
entangled, remember nothing can 
happen to you so fatal, as to be Iink-> 
ed to a bosom^enemy for life and that 
I, your friend and the world will for- 
give you any thing, rather than you 
should shipwreck your fortune, be-- 
fore you are out of the liarbour. 

, Fellow 'prentices.} Your next do- 
mestic danger will be from your fel- 
low 'prentices ; every one of which, 
if less favoured, less diligent, or less 
honest than yourself,- will be your 
€nemy ; not openly and above boai*d, 
but privately, maliciously and to ac- 
eomplishyour disgrace without dan-' 
ger to themselves. Look upon them 
93 spies then, but never let them 
know you are on your guard. It is 
#lM>nest policy> to use craft with the 
crafty and the less suspicion you be« 
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tray, the more easy it will be to pre- 
vent their mischiefs . It is a common 
artifice of the guilty, to endeavour to 
seduce the innocent, both bec3,use 
the first appear more odious in the 
comparison with the last and because 
they hope the crimes of another will 
help to extenuate their own- What- 
ever then are the bad inclinations, or 
practices of these young profligates, 
they will endeavour to persuade you 
to become a party in them and will 
give themselve? more pains, than theif 
own reformationwould cost them, to 
bring it about. But you are now 
sufficiently warned and you can nei-^ 
ther expect forgiveness nor pity, if 
you do not preserve yourself from 
the danger. 

Recreations.'] Having now said 
enough upou the head of company,,* 
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I shall enlarge yet farther on that of 
recreations, among which reading is 
to be ranked the first, as not only the 
most innocent, but justly to be 
esteemed both useful and laudable- 
In those leisure hours, therefore, 
which a shop alloM^s, though never 
till the business in hand rs done, let 
books be your companions. Not 
such as tire merely amusement, such 
as romance ; nor deal too much with 
the imagination, as poetry and plays? 
nor distract the mind witb wrangling 
altercations, as controversy ; but his- 
tory, especially that of your own 
country ; travels, I mean such as are 
to be depended upon ; morals, some 
Iktle law, and authentic tracts on 
the British constitution. Though you 
are not to be so smitten with study, 
as to follow it to the prejudice of 
your business, there is no necessity 
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for a man of business to be incapiible, 
or unused to study. While you are 
young, therefore, lay in a stock of 
kno\dedge and though crude at first, 
it will mellow by degrees and, when 
the hurry of advanced life leaves you 
no leisure for contemplation, you 
will find your memory will assist you 
abnost as well . [Cheap pleasures .] 1 1 
is observable, that we connect the 
idea of expence so closely with that 
of diversion, that we hardly reckon 
those among our pleasures, which we 
do not pay for ; but this is both bad 
reasoning and bad economy. The 
most exquisite, as well as the most 
innocent of all enjoyments are such 
as cost us least ; reading, fresh air, 
good weather, fine landscapes and the 
beauties of nature. Unbend, there- 
fore, principally with these; they af- 
ford a very quick relish while they 
last and leave no remorse when over. 
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Fencing y Dancing , Sic J] Fencing, 
and dancing are very fine accom- 
plisliraents for courtiers and very, 
good exercises for all ; but are very 
impertinent ingredients in the cha- 
character of a man of business. In^ 
the first, too httle skill only ex- 
poses you to more hazard and too^ 
much is, perhaps, an inducement to 
$eek quarrels, rather than to avoids 
them. The consequences of which 
are sometimes fatal, always danger-? 
ous- Leave then the sword in the 
hands of those that are ta live by 
it and, as it would be a very ridi- 
culous piece of foppery in you to 
wear one, there is no necessity for 
your knowhig how to use it, except 
however the service of your country 
should requir^ it. Even in the 
event of ytDra* considering it advise- 
able ta enter into a corps of voluni=- 



y Google 



AN APPRENTICE. 77 

teets, I would rather have you act 
as a private than as an officer. The 
latter situation must necessarily oc- 
cupy most time, and consequently 
subject a man in trade to most in- 
convenience and expence. Not- 
withstanding if you should wear a 
sword in your country's service, ne- 
ver in that case let it be said to be 
a mere ornament in your hands. 
Neither have the vanity, while you 
are in business, to appear at court. 
It is a privilege which you may be 
entitled to from your commission, 
but you will be more honoured in 
the breach, than in the observance 
of it.. 

Neither give way to the puppy- 
ism of sporting a cocked-hat at pub- 
lic places. A tradesman's appear- 
ance should always be clean and 
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neat. When a man aims at an ap- 
pearance beyond what his situation 
entitles him tp, he is generally seen 
to a disadvantage ajid almost inevi- 
tably, meets with merited contempt* 

Dancing can serve only as a re- 
commendation to women and yo.u 
are always to remember you are a 
tradesman, not a gallant or fortune- 
hunter. . 



Music.'] Music which has so much 
engrossed the attention of the present 
age, is another of those accomplisli- 
ments, which is totally superfluous 
in such a station as yours ; nay, is 
not only useless, but absolutely de- 
trimental ; to have one's head filled 
with crotchets; being a proverbial 
phrase to denote a man beside him- 
self. Frequent not, therefore, ope- 
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jas, and concerts, at least very rarely; 
affect not any skill in compositions, 
nor to determine the merit of mas- 
ters, nor trust yourself to perform on 
any instrument, nor keep company 
with such as make music their pro- 
fession. There is an infatuation at- 
tends pursuits of this nature and, the 
moment you attach yourself to them, 
you will decline both in your credit 
and fortune- Loss of time and in- 
crease of expence are the immediate 
consequences • At taverns, you must 
think it a favour, if a performer con- 
tributes to your entertainment, for 
which you must both defray his 
reckoning and load yourself and your 
friends with benefit tickets, most of 
which you must pay for out of your 
o.wn-pocket, and what yoli 'VoUintari-« 
ly do for one, will be demanded by 
the rest; whereby you will expose 



y Google 



80 A PRESEKT FOR 

yourself to an annual rent-charge and 
annual solicitations. 

Play-house.'] For the same reason, 
iiever be prevailed upon to set your 
foot behmd the scenes at a play- 
house ; the creatures to be found there 
being but so many birds of pr^ that 
hover round, only to devour you. 
Ful^ of fawning and flattery, to win 
yotir favour and, insolently ridiculing 
the Cit, the moment your back is 
turned. Content yourself, then with 
putting them to their proper use on 
the stage and enteiftain yourself with 
their humour; out of reach of their 
impertinence. Not that I would be 
understood to recommend a frequent 
resort to the theatres, on any terms ; 
on the contrary, visit them but rare- 
ly and patronise them never ; at any 
rate^ till they have undergone a very 
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they ou^t ta be, thetschools o£ fe-* 
fa^d mann^iQ^afid imbkUf tilted vir« 
tue. : ' ^ . 

Gmnmg.'} But'gtmmgisthe Cttrse 
thdts|>reaib the widest, and sticks 
the closest birth© present times. All 
ranks and degrees of people are in^ 
Fected with it. It is the livelihood 
<rfiiian3dalidl8o'c6unl9enaiiced by al)^ 
thab it/is.ahnpsf;; ^scandalous to for^ 
faestr it, and e$tsiemed downright ilK 
breeding to expose it. <«©ut, where- 
cver. yx>u are, if cards are called fi>r, 
let: It be a ^gnalforyou to take your 
leais&riior let the pvoposaltof a trifl--^ 
ing^tstakebe a bait to induce yoci to 
sili down. Adventurers heat- them- 
selij^s. by play, Q&:coiKrsid8 do by 
wiheand he, thaitbigeua ti|noi:bus]y,t 
may, byt.degrtesi, (sunrpassitbe w-hole 
E 
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a|r9i|galti|iiiib2«as>iaaiiei^iQgtflatter$ 
it more than play. Good suceaess 
has an irresistible charm and the re- 
Y&fie pr«M]ftpt<i m tc^ {^t Tdi toi the 
hi^L^rd, to recover our k>»e8. Either 
way Qotihtng is more in&tuaitiog^ nor 
4^lriictive. 

^ This isbut ft &int^ sketch ai the 
Attcbiefe atfieoding |;amiBg» even 
vtptan the Annate; hat srfaeipe. it is 
otlienri9Ci> ivliich ofikit haj^ns, as 
nwiksiS). hfti?e ibimd f;o th^ oostj 
mhf^ is)m. saiVB ^ avBctebed bubbte 
imfk wwlimf^ ankd inevitable mia ? 
Of yfhfk fliA eovmeiAbe the saares, 
tbft Jkdiodb* the ktres employed hy 
ahtrpers, to; loattrap tiieip prey «iui 
l^ti^tiifi|ioeiiii^btatedmiacincf> Te 
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bility of danger. St^ngers» Ifxmev^ 
d^uszling-tlieir appeaijance, areayii|^jr§. 
to be misttru&teit. Even pensons^ 
•who prkie themsdves on their bifth^ 
Kmk wi4 fprtime,. have, <^Uit^ beej^ 
fottiid ciQofipder^te^ wjlthihese 4»ple£i^ 
did {)iakpQc^ets I a^ to play withj 
your friends is an infallible, reqe^ 
to k>se ^m. For, if you p^^n^ 
^h«ni» rthey will abandon yeu iwtiv 
ie9i$tltgi|^fc, and if tliey, j)4^i^ 
yoMr tbey^Ul decline an iptei?vi««V 
that must be attended with sec^^i^t j^hItj 
will, if not open reproaches. To 
axrotd di ^Isp hhsik^,' play x^ M. 
alt; bitlr»:«!hen yoti fisd yourpelf giv-^ 
ingwB^i&:tl«&dangej70il9 temptt^Mon^ 
by cftsfbki'g yovt eye* on those w^w, 
live in. pooip ami iuiiUiy by t^^^e 
egce(M»ble meaiw, le t-thteir fotfeearei- 
pdlBtioaaitod the QQHtempt, always 
ODfHiected wiftb th«m«, d«^ y9u ff oa 
E2 
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ffief^-dfetdstable arafcition of making 
;f <ifiF'#ay'^t6 fortune by the same in- 
fernal* '^ibad; or, if that reflection 
proves ineffectual for your preserva- 
tion, look 'fJ^ith horror on the num- 
bers of meagr^ faces that hatint gam- 
ihg-housds, asgfeostsare st^ to do 
Ae places where their treasure is bu- 
ried^ wlmearh an kifamouslivielihood, 
bybfeingthe tools and bai^sdf those 
very people to whom they owe -their 
ruin, in order to reduce otheni'to tiie 
like wretchedness. 

{^iitpamfof the ladies. '] I come now 
to the pleasure of conversing iritft 
the ladies ; whieh^ as inseparable from 
duir constitutions and yet often pro- 
ductive of very -extraordinary inisi- 
chiefs, is neitheV to be indiscreetly 
indulged, nor wholly r^itirained. ^£i^ 
deed, if a more serious tmni wete 
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given .to their e4udations^>dl th^t?^ 
mtm^ Cornelia. Feffe nja^e-^J^^ini^gii 
?tj[tpi? vfkiQh tfeey* wf^e *%fpMn^t^jS^Y 
selves^ t:w«uld b« J^e[,^>5t V>n^<ivju» 
yoi*i ^Q.detote 91} ys^jyirteisuna hQui'§ 
to the <;jbarms of their cony^jrs^^Q^ 
Mor^ humanity/ jQprf^ addri^^;, o^qr^ 

I^M^d in^n hoiir;l>y^ the Bv^u^ice 
of ^l^e^r. beauty and;4be force of ihefr 
examg}e> than for years in the bjiimt 
and cynical dogmas of the schools. 
This wasj, undoubtedly, what, the 
philosopher of old ineant, when lie 
advised an unpolished feUow to .$acri«r 
fice to the GraW. / ,» 

But this is beholdii)g,,t}%&i8^i« 
the most flattering light ; by being 
early: tayght to adinir^ th^;i§g^x]^s^ 
they: very* sfildonii liegfrd^^^^pg^ 
else ;'; aofl y(j^ may^y?? y§!!i59te^fiW^ 
to .^t 3fR¥?/*^lui¥^^ I?tfb^l^ ^ tof 
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iSt» tbtit lAercfurial spirit, wfiidb flies 
811 €tf m'vapour* To viftt t them only 
fbt yoiir own Miitiseiiifeiit is irhat 
they itiever wilf*4T4'ay witii «tad to be- 
totne thfe imtrlHtt'etit^^f thetm; k t« 
cof^j^meno^^^ve at odoe^ and live 
only to be tit- their devotion^ From 
fctettf momettty Neither ybur-'#i€»d; 

Nay^ ybtt mujrt liKttr* your vei^^c^A^ 
racter ttntl^ ap|>ear hot irhat^oii are; 
but vhat they would haw you/ 
Ybuf dtess, fttAn , thenceforward, 
catiilot be too femtasticah nor youi! 
dfetfotirse too rain ; insomuch that' 
one would conclude not onty l^ekHf 
herself to be born of froth, but all 
fcer^*^t^«ifiis:ibo: '. 

' y^sttits, pleasures, treats must 
always beybur harbingers to be^p^ak 
ybiir wetedm^ ; no business is so sa- 
cre3] btit must be postponed in com- 
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pUnleni to tJ!iem> no expence so .great»> 
but qamt be incurred to please tibeok 
^nd no friendship so^dcar but mustt 
be saccidoed, ^liQn tbey imcy it;inn 

-■/Wtoi therefore, either by acci^ 
dlai^ or. i:h<Mce» . you yentufe intct 
Hkfk i$nBimthig wm^Yr comidec 
tbeio all as. «yreQ9> that have fiscir-. 
Ba|«MJi^th<tir.€gr^» iQusicoii their 
tOAgiiQS.and mischief jb tbek-hearts.) 
l4Bt: jionr lOftsre^powd^occ^'Witb^Iieiia 
b«<<wa|y.ft% learn th^it-aiitif^s^ iiiv> 
nay^ th<^r. dii;$igQs a«d eautian^jijcft^ 
^lfi¥)ril»«wid'th»iiifc i Qx,i\y^ws 

fNTudenqfl ^Hise for .yo»4, not- yOM- 
appetite I ; S^a^pph <mH tfi^i^ qi^s^iefr 

tbi|t wiHI)il^.mmt|tt«**ly')rJ||iyw» 



y Google 



otft weigh more shitiing aceoittptishh- 
meats. < But of this I shaits^ak 
more largfely towardis my conclusion . 
At present^ X shall ck)se this topic 
with observing to y«u that, after yo# 
have deliberately fixed on thisehoice, 
ki isof thet^mdst itnpoitahce^ j;^a 

is beantifully expreissed in ^eHpturti/ 
Hot to wander after othtr objticte of 
desire anxl admiration . He tlHit oriccf 
quits the anchor df- cotxitOAcy, wiHf 
be the spoilt of every wind atfllf'ti4^ 
ef passic^^ fyt his \?liiDle lifi? to.coir^/ 
iia^pf^nesif »s trell ^ chArit^r, ofi^llt 
to begin^alld end at hon^e; atid, if 
ei^ ^ouMilfer your^^elf totbiiik 4^^ 
disgt^st, or even indifll^t^rdce of your 
wife, your days, IVorft that unhappy 
moment; wJU lose their relish and 
your nightii then* trferiqulllity . Re-^ 
pi^oftebieii^ftiid^ debia^ ^illf sadden? 
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. Ineanstan^.J Neither. flatter your— 
f elf, thai yon wUl proceed but cer- 
tain, steps . in the dajigerous path of 
inconstapcy. Onceastray, itwillbe 
one of tlie most difl^ult tasks in the 
Wi^dd to xf co^er the.ri^ht j['oa4;. So 
xaany fa^li^ious prospects will jyre-- 
mp^ thett^eLyeS; before you, :SQ. dark 
ai]^ intricate wiil appear the maz^ 
behind you, that, qjS^e in, you wilh 
b^ jte*np*€djtctW2^]5Lder-oiy.9.n/l^ though 
^ .v^iej^. jQ^ adventures will prpduce 
k\i%j^ yar^|:y of ^appointments, you 
^g^l still pursue Xhe.i^nis/atuus^ till 
it^^Mds.you to destruction^ 

. :'Jhat I piay leave no ayenue tO' 
Jl(bis£ibtal labyrinth unguarded^ I ad- 
^Q* y^^ most earnestly to let all 
' E 5 
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ments, ht its '^tvfeii6r^d, open axi4 
avowed as posible. The public eye, 
though a ¥eiy severe, i& a very whole- 
sotiie monitor, and many a nan hxi 
heeik restrained' from ' ill courses, 
merely by knowing hie wa& observed. 
Masquerades J] A masquerade, there- 
fore, however ihnotent it may seem, 
or Kolrever speciously it may be de^ 
fi^nded, U a place you are nevet to be 
prevailed upon, either by your owrt 
curiosity, or the importunitteft dt 
others to vi&it. It is making too 
bold an experiment on humaut lh»lty 
and I am convinced many p(^P8o&$ 
have*vent«red on crimes thfefe, tlie^ 
would otherwise have avoifded, mere^ 
ly because they were unknown. It 
is a maxim of the poet, that'** ooa- 
•** tempt of Fame begets contempt«| 
** Tirtue;" and to this Baay ht 
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«d, tbati/' to be iiofc of tht Kfldiv 
** F«nc is. to te ui the tv^a3r.of Vioc;'^ 

Sarie^ketping.'] To .proceed;* 
tfaoQg^ riding k fadth an kinbceilt 
and manly ekeccke and 1 liavd for^ 
merly . recoi&inaided it ta you^ ai 
most M for you ta indulge youraslf 
My I haire now. lived long enocii^ to 
fetract H great part of what I ad<^ 
vasiced: oiv that lieai^ and sm oausd 
to dissimde }^u from^keepinga hor^e i 
ht lealty till your ctrcmnstances. Of 
kii|>rpved' aslgacity render it aUow4^ 
ible » or your hi^kh.os baehiess he^ 
foeasaigr. And wl»t. has induced m^ 
to altec my opinion, you will find as 
|^D«». it.is;, geaeraily^ o)}5e*ved 
tbi^t theanci«f&t> laudahk parsimosiy 
«nd<^^i?ii^llty of the city is hardly 
tiBor wWe to be ibund and tliat hiajr 
ail^aBdexpence reign in tlieir ste^d; 
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tDTflay great article of idiicb is mw 
bbvioxisly to be plwed^to the acoomnt 
of riding and the consequences that 
9re become almost injaeparafale from 
it. The young tradesman is no soon- 
er set up^ biit he searches S«nV^/<2 
for a hunter, and having heard cer- 
lain terms *of jockcyship bandied 
•bout among bin cou}paQioii9^.ex|>o&( 
€^ himself by using them ^samdiy ; 
and is cheated ten times over, » before 
be adjuires; any bettcu skiH. The 
charge of livery-sitables is Aow added 
to those' of rent,: liouse^keeping, ^; 
and opportunities. are panted for ci 
producing . his new equipage and 
shaiing in the frolics ' of the* age. 
Seats» palaces, public places am first 
yished iti turn ; and, as 6uciie:iipe* 
ditions dj:e pre-^uppo^ed e^p^slVibii 
no article of prodigality is spared, i^dr 
any exorbitant bill taxed^^for £Mr|ii» 
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spirit; oi^his aWKty. sliouW i)t:<alled: 
iiKjtiestioii. : Ua tfese sufcfc^e^ hdrse-' 
»ic^ aftd httntinf matches, 'intern-' 
perance in^dpirtking is learned at ilre 
one, art itdi for gaiiiing at thti dtUer,' 
and pride, fpfly and prodigality af 
botfi. A country lodging is the next 
step, which is not esteemed proper- 
ly-ifutnished. without a mistress, wW 
miisfcikekept qstetitatiottsly, td^ake" 
her ainehtfai'ibp.'ttiof^ii^'a^^ay'the 
summer,. .out cf the reach ' of lier old 
compahions and the amusem^ntk of 
the r terwn* In consequence^ of iAi 
this, blisaness is* cramped into one-- 
half of the week,:tbat pleasure may 
be indulged during the rest ; and ser- 
vants aire entrusted with- the ma- 
ni^giementofsftl, wiio^seldomfatl td 
pniin ^thek shat« of the plundef 
towli-by havmg tlieir master's se>^ 
ccete;. is. their- icieping, ' aee^ 4«s 
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many inlets for tuio^ il it uiywon*^ 
der, to hear it talcet {^ei ; to bew 
of iiote?^ discounted at a. giwifecr pr©-» 
mium» tlian the most profitable trade 
can pay, goods taken }xp in one shop 
in order to be pledged at another ^ 
and, finally^ of bilia protested, and 
basikniptcies, with jawarce effects 
enoiigh reitia*niug te^ pa^jr fdr taking 
out the coinoji^skm I This being the 
case, as fatsul experience nianiiests it 
is, 4o not epnwiertce jockey;. tin. yoii 
are sure . you^ <ran &i(t firm.: on yoai 
saddle ai}d\ defy yQnr hofae to .riia 
away witl^ hi|s rider./ 

. Proper pir$omi to doal mfkij Txom 
4lver£f|Qiis, X DOW/ reit^ra agatui td^ 
bi£sine;^. i)» the iir$t;.pbce, des^ 
}irith those q( thfi {2iite$t charaictei* 
a&d be«t Established ckoinistaiict^;; 
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1 

th^' C|m' both- afford^ to sell BettetC 
bargains and afford longer creditV 
and have too much depending on 
their conduct, to be easily 'induced 
to do, or connive at a fraudulent ac-' 
tion. Nev^rtiieless, to be seb'ure,^ 
yau mmt put youraelfinno man'» 
power ; for, if you neglect your owrtf 
intwest, how can you complain of 
iniidetity in others ; besides^ thougH 
we should allow there ar^ numberl 
of men so unfeignedly honest, that 
no consideration could prevail witH 
them to do an immoral thing, how-* 
ever covered from observation : ,yet 
experience will teach you there ard 
many others, who are only the couii-^ 
terfeits of these; who make use of 
w'ltixie but as stock in trade and ari 
teady to bring it-to market,' the moi 
atetit tbece is air opportunity to^dnil 
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])ose of it, for aps mucb/^s^ tbe^rthti^ 
it worth. 

. Fair pr^essiomJ] Abaine aily be 
most cautious of tho^ wha prdfess 
the most 1 especially ^ if their advan- 
ces are sudden^ extraordinary, or 
without a plausible fotmid^tioB. De- 
pend ifpon it, all the icoiAmercc of 
^aanktnd,i$ founded upon^ mutual in- 
t^rei^t and,, if it is uot apparent by 
what means; you could deserve all 
these Ulan^iskmet^Sy concJuide tliey 
9.re artififjiful and keep^ yousselj^PtH 
Df danger. , Gilding th^ pill is not 
peculiar to* apc^tbecatie^;. thQ;S9n»« 
craljt prevails throu^^evesy spen^ of 
iife; and more mischief . ha$,,bi9e» 
ijone under thejususk pf frietidghipi 
thf^n by the ' most arpwejd and iftver 
tetate enmity/ la^Hph cf^KVfym 
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are upon theiF guard and, generally 
speaking, very effei^^ually provide 
for thelt owtf'^securitys but wliere 
the becttt is opeft, it is as^ilab'te and 
you a^fe lihdoflfe/before^ycHi'siispect-' 
ed yoiiiwerfe in htarni'f^ way. - - - 

Stispicitm.J- AVifhoiigh you are to^ 
beware df eredlilUtj^ ont one hadd/ 
you are to Beware of betraying y ouy 
sas|Hcions on ikie other. That setii 
fi*e to the train 'fct bniBC! ^nd ofar 
doubtful IHend, ydu make a certain 
^it^my. -Besides, the circimistanee* 
that justify your fearS, maj^ make 
but a very poor figure in evidence ; 
iti&, thG:ugh you maybe jpieffe<!tlyinr 
the right- in bfeing upton youi gtiafd/ 
y6ti 'W'iir appear as itiiich.in thfef 
Wrong in making out ^ a charge only* 
fWAi'your own apprehensions. - ' 
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liash resentmetitsJ] Neither is it 
safip, nor prudeBt tp^ declare open war 
upon. every tnfliqg injury ; it is ihi- 
poia«i^Ie to liv/e without ^^ing 
suid» if, we give vrfyj^: our fese^t- 
ments on all $u(!l) 0f^a9t<^S| quarrels 
will be^ in a manner^ the business of 
our lives* Qn^he other fa^md, if ev«r, 
t]irpiigb accid^nt^jpr,iu3i^^ ia&niai-f 
ty> you should be ^ ^ggSfs^ff > Jet 
it be your glory to^ ^f^iv^Hi]g4ig^y^^ 
igftuk ja^.4nal^ ^$jba!»t!r«tr>bttti<i«- 
Nex^ to^the ts^^iM ^m% »lg¥<J*- i* 
the atpnifi^ ior wh^t if doije wiHHag4» 
and> in spite of tlie yulgiir notiio^y 
that it is mean to subj^ t^ or afikgoffi^^ 
1/sdge a trc^p^s^ ^ yon es^m;, it: 
the heigl]it o^ napral gaUan^ry:.. I( 
the conquest of Que's selfi^ 1;be/ni;Qst 
difl&cult of all atcbiey^iftBij^^ your 
will think it the .nofadesl of sdlxj^n^. 
uniphs. Nor let the poverty) nor 
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impotehce of your adversatry iiiductf 
you to overlook, or despise him ; for,- 
the wealfcr .he is, the- less courage 
was required to oppose him and th^ 
more tyranny appears in oppressing 
him, merely because the oddn of 
strength was on yoiir side. Th<> 
Hio^ abject of men too/ may be*]i)Eld 
to^iPUitt thft prMMsNt; and> in the 
l\^ki»h histbi^i you wili ^nd'a sioty 
of a prime viiiieir killed in ttig ditsul^ 
by flie han4 of ft comnbn Boldiet^ 
Vfbbia he hsLd aggi^ev^d;. Remetn^ 
ber, on all occasions, that anger ii 
an impertihetit passioa; if it intrudet^ 
while you complain of, or seek re-^ 
4reis for injuries ifeceivtd, trtithi 
w4U be 'hi«t by the nifedium through' 
which it is seen, and that iviU b^ es^ 
teemed prejudice, or spleen, M^iich 
175, itt fttcX^ both truth and evidfeii^e. 
On the othei* side, if it breaks otrt' 
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when you are yourself accused. At 
argues tha|; a sore place is touched 
and your vary j^^^^sibility prcwilahiis 
yo»r guilt. ; 

• Complacency.'] I^^stead, therefore, 
•f seeking, qu^rels, or husbanding 
debates, endeavour to »ake friesiid^i 
if. possible, of all you hav$i\cQQcerns 
ifith. .; This icfo;! be done by ?fo means 
go efFectuaUy, as by an arable and 
courteous behaviour. I have known 
a bow, a snjile, or an obl^ing ex*- 
pression. people a shop with custom-j 
ers. In shorty no rhetoric has more 
fiDrce than a sweet and gentle de- 
portment ; it will win favpur and 
iila^intain it; will enfqre^ what i^ 
right and excuse what is w^ojig. 

Let this be the rule of your eon- 
duct in g^nei:al; and^ in jwticulaFjj^ 
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vfhen induced to bestow a favour, do 
it, as before hinted, with a frankness 
that shall give it a ten fold value^ 
Or, if applied to, for what you are 
obliged to- refuse, let it be manifest 
you are governed by necessity, not 
choice a;ud that you share with him, 
you so refuse, in the pamof the dis- 
appointment. 

"' ' ' ' ' ' '.''.'.• 

But there are some per3c»Qis^ that 
neither a^biiity ,^ nqr even. obliga7 
tions can win ; those are the cover 
tans and the proud ; both of which 
are ungiatefuL soils that yiel^ no reH 
turnip.; One thinking all no more 
than his due ; . and the other either, 
laughing in his sleeve at your fooli.«^ 
generosity, or. fancying it is oiily^ 
meant as a snace to raider him you^ 
bubble. ; ; T 

Temperf^ of men to &e stwUedJ To 
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study the tempers and dispositions 
of men wilU therefore^ be of signal 
use in your commerce with the woiid ; 
to carry your own points, and secure 
5ro«i from thedesignsof otliers. In 
tli6 first of t^hdse cases, be sure never 
to soUcit a fiMn against- bk ruMng 
passion ; ^r to induce a miser* to 
act liberally, a coward bravely, or 
a selfish man disinterestedly, ex* 
ceeds all power of p^suasion ; and 
yoU' may as well hope to reduce aJt 
feces to the saitie similitude, as work 
them to «uchi ends as contradict 
thei r mvn . ' Nevertheless, aU may be 
m^d^ f^rvic^able, if tnana^Gfed with 
dextetify and addvees.; The miser, 
ito partkuls^F, to secure his purse 
fitom iniport^nities^ will give yais as 
jkRK^b ^f his 4ime, or industry as yau 
please. He is willing to be ongowl 
terms with his fellow-creatures and 
:^ill purdiase then- frfendshap on any 
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tejtro*b save that of parlingwith his 
lB«mey . Hotvevec jiordid, therefore^ 
hife pciaciplpa or praotine, it is not 
9mm, to bsivci such a character 
lunQog tlie number of yoixr acquaint*^ 
9i)ce rand^ .eapeciaUy in arbitrations^^ 
liailN>dy tnore .^esex'ves your confi-^ 
detioe. He will there stickle foif 
your iatere<^t, a<i if it ^vas his own 
and wrangle <^bs4fi»ately for trifles^ 
t&atyoU would be igy^amed to men* 
tion ; whence it is odds but he pro-n 
cnro^ you better terms, than you 
cifiier expected, or could have at* 
taitied by your own endeavours . . 

And their faces'J] To-be ableto^ 
turn all the different inclinations ef- 
fectually to your own a^antage/^ I 
would iittve you, however whimsical. 
Of rbmantic< it may at finrt apjptear/ 
to study the texpresirion irhich the 
hand of nature ha^ writtea iiiiev^Ki^. 
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fece.' Men may disguise their ac- 
tions, but not their inclination^ and; 
thau^i it is not espy togu^^, by ttie 
mu^ciesbfthecountenanoewhatanian^ 
will do, it is hatxlly io.be cobjcealed 
yhat he wishes ito' have dond . Judgey 
therefomi, of charaoter^, by^ w^ 
they axe consti!tutiBi»allj^ land whaut 
habitually; thajt iJ5v:to^$ayj, bi other 
words, w^l\at thj^ii^^d N th^^ 
and what they r^JIy affli; Bjnt piiiici^ 
pally,, the, last ; for^ h^icvever djiligofit^ 
ly a n^n inay keep guard qn bis;pafr*) 
sions, they will sally out sometiaies,. 
in spite of him 3 aj^d thpse.e^oafpeai 
are a never-failing clue to wind the 
labyxintlLofhislife, ' V ":. 



] I say again, therefore, , take i your 
first iijipri^ioQ^.of men/ fDOMtijtlbeir 
fac5es;,an^, thfMii^b it is exceiedtng 
difl^c^ilt; 49^ lay down r^4?s, tQ iiiferm' 
yfi»K jHlJanaqnt* oy .^»ist yqvir^ tou- 
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jectures on this occasion^ you have 
nothing to do but to make the study 
£imiliar to you and you will very 
rarely be mistake^. Observation 
and experience presently unveil the 
mystery ; and even hypocjrisy cau 
hardly preserve itself from the rigour 
of your scrutiny. Not that I would 
advise you to be to peremptory in 
your decisions neither ; but compare 
mens faces with their actions and 
their actions with their faces, till, by 
the light mutually reflected from each 
other, you are able to ascertain the 
truth. Nor is this custom alone ser- 
viceable in judging of a man in the 
gross :it will likewise help you to de- 
termine of every extempore impulse, 
that, for the time being, governs the 
heart. Thus while you barter, pur- 
chase, solicit, or any other wsy con- 
fer, the uncontroulable emotions of 
P 
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the counteaancc will more infallibly 
indicate the purpose of rhim you 
treat with, than any thing he utters 
and give you earlier notice to be on 
your guard. In order to do this ef- 
fectually, your own eye must, warily, 
watch every motion of his; especial- 
ly when you are delivering what 
you think will affect him most. You 
must, likewise, weigh every hasty 
syllable he lets fall ; for these are ge- 
nerally the imbecilities of human 
nature, as well as the involuntary 
sj^mptoms in the face ; and what de- 
liberate speeches and cool reasonings 
conceal, these flash out at once, 
without warning and beyond recal. 
But, however curiously you examine 
the eye, *or heart of another, it will 
be to little purpose, unless you have 
art enough to conceal your own ; for 
you may depend upon it, if the net 
appear^, you will lose your game. 
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Arti/idai in^ensiifil^J] Now the 
befst and nearest' way to attain this 
self-continence, is to cultivate an ar-? 
tificial insensibility of fear, anger, 
sorrow and concern of any sort what- 
ever. He that acutely feels either 
pain, or pleasure, cannot help ex-!* 
pressing it some way, or other ; and 
whoever makes the discovery, has 
the springs- bf/the affections at his 
comnmnd and may wind them up, or 
let them down at pleasure; whereas 
he that witnesses no sensation of the 
mind, betrays no weakness and is 
wholly • inaccessible. Labour then 
indefati^bly to subdue your resent- 
ipeh ts ; ^ for, as you are to bustle 
through the busy world,, the more 
exquisite your sensations are, the 
mPK^ frequent and more severe will 
fee your pangsl > iThe ; passions are,. 
ISie the elements, 'excellent servants,- 
F2 
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but dreadful masters and whoever is 
under their domhuoli^ will have little 
leisure to do any thing, but obey 
their dictates. 

DksimaUtion of injuries.'] In the 
particular of injuries, it is above all 
things necessary, sometimes, not 
only not to resent them, but even 
to dissemble the very feeling them. 
Whoever complains, declares he 
would punish if he bad the power; 
and from that moment, your adver- 
sary both thinks his animosity justi- 
'fiable and will do you all the mis-* 
chief possible by way of self-defence ; 
whereas, if you seem ignorant at the 
ill turn he has done y onu he concludes 
himself ^afe from your expostuia^ 
tions, or reproaches and will belieiiie 
U his interest to beihave so as to 
avoid an esplanatioii^ A^^^ ^ 
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wrestiing with those that haw more 
strength and power than yourself, 
though equity be on your side^ it is 
%tfk to one but you are hurt more by 
CQAt^fiiding for redress, than by th^ 
very grievance itself. Remember, 
th«n» the fable of the brazen and 
mc^Kn pots and keep as far as you 
can from the dangerous encounter. 
Again^ I have known many a man 
interpret, the most innocent actioa 
or efxpcession into an afiVont and, in 
the fbolish pursuit of what he called 
jHstice, has lost the best friend ha 
had in the world* Therefore, those 
forward tongues, or peevish tempers, 
which ratlier chuse to vent their pre-r: 
sent spleen, than make it give ^place 
to their future convenience, not only 
keep themselves in perpetual trou-^ 
bles, but, also, tkhut the doordgainst 
thosa opportuiiities, which, other-^ 
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wise, might have been presented to 
their advantage. 

Irresohition and indolmtiJ] Though 
you must not let your actions b6 gOM 
verned by every sudden gust of ap^ 
petite, or passion that rises, you are 
not, on the other hand, to deliberate^ 
so lazily on every proposa;! that you^ 
lose the occasion, while you are paus^ 
ing whether you shall use it. Some 
fall into this aguish disease, through 
doubt, irresolution and timidity 7* 
and others through downright indo« 
lence^ flattering themselves, 'that, if 
vind and tide court them to-?day, 
they will do the same to-morrow. 
But nothing is more dangerously fal- 
lacioui^ ; one moment sometimes of- 
fers what whole ages might be wast- 
ed in soliciting in vain. If, there- 
fore, sitqh a nice and. delicate crisi^^ 
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as this, should court your accept- 
ance, be bold ! be vigilant ! be reso- 
lute and never sleep till you have 
made the most of it. There is more 
reason to use economy in husband-^ 
ing time, than money, since it is in- 
finitely more valuable ; and he that 
does not make this tiie ruling max- 
im of his life, may be said, very per- 
tinently, to shorten his days. . 

Chaice of oppartunities.'] I would 
further advise you, when you have 
to carry any poiat, which depends 
on the will of another, to choose, the 
minute of application with all the sa- 
gacity you are master of ; for there 
is no man living whose temper is so 
even, as not to be sometimes more 
liable to impression than at otliers. 
Even contingencies govern us ; we 
are more inclined to generosity, when 
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tt prosperous gale has breathed upon 
xxH and more prone to peevishness 
and obstinacy, when ruffled by per- 
plexities, or misfortune. Some men 
are even so irritated by hunger, that 
till they are appeased by a hearty 
dinner, they are inaccessible; and 
others so reserved, and sullen, that 
till a bottle or two has thawed their 
frozen humours, they have neither 
eyes, ears, reflection, nor understand- 
ing. Such as these, therefore, are 
not to be esteemed the same men 
in orie mood, as they are in another ; 
and, if you happen to mistake the 
moment, do not immediately give 
out in despair, but renew the attack, 
till you find the^oul open and apt to 
receive what direction you please to 
give it. 

Befiaviaw to the choiericJi At all 
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^'^feijtttiiea, never take fire from an 
angry nan and oppose fury to fury ; 
but give the phrensy way and it wiU 
melt into a tamenes^ tbat ypu your-) 
self will wonder at. From being 
fiery and untractable, he will become 
pliant and gentle ^ a»d> fearful that, 
during bis transport, he has Iwoken 
tlje rules of decency and decQrnn]^ 
lie will make a thousand Qonc^ssiona 
to re-e$tablish hinujelf in your good 
opinion, the lea*t of which he would 
not liaveborne the mentioQof bei^re/ 
Whereas, tf, on, the fi«t fwovocatiou, 
you had flung away with leseat* 
ment, you had npt only lest yottt 
pointy but your iaterMt in th^ if^m 
far ever* 

Sqf^t tQ d^al mth those an one^s '€wn 
level} It is best, however^ to confine 
your dealings, il possible, to such as 
F5 
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are pretty near on youi- oym level; 
where depehdancef may be'ttmtBsd; 
and fto great consequence to be fear- 
ed from the overbearing humour of 
a would-be^lion, without teeth, or 
claw^. Where such a temper hap- 
pens to meet with large power, care- 
fully avoid coming within the reach 
of it, sruch tyraiits^ delighting to make 
ft^prey of tlieir fellow-creatures; 
pleading' tlieir humour as a sufficient 
Excuse for all manner of mischief arid 
making use of their odds of strength 
to-ciit off -every mean of reparation. 
In the dsiys of Queen Maryi Philip 
King of1St)aih^ her htisband, deraand- 
M' the guardiaftship of her heir, if 
she should have one ; with certain 
places of strength, to confirm hisau- 
thm-ity^ offering ^at the^ same time 
his bond,^ to deliver up his trust, in 
case the* child died immediately. 
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But when the House^ out . 9i'» false 
complaisance to the thrQiie> was on 
the point of conceding, an unlucky 
question of Lord Paget ; "who 
^^ should put the King's bond in 
'' suit, in case he trespassed on the 
** conditions ?*' turned the tide at 
once and the proposal was rejected^ I 
think, unanimously. Public tran- 
sactions may sometimes be applied 
to private. Never enter into articles 
therefore, but where there is a rea- 
sonable prospect of recovering the 
penalty . 

Important affairs to be managed in 
person J] I further recommend it to 
you, as another wholesome rule for 
your conduct, to manage all your 
important a£fairs in person if possible. 
More. deference is ^nerally paid to 
the principal^ than to any del^a^te 
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wfafttertr ; nor can another person Iw 
eitiierdo WttU inslntcted in your 
views, or so capable to improve 
evety advantage that tnay ari$e> a» 
youi^dC. If want of health, or kxiy 
other i^qual immpffrity s^bould pre-' 
Tent your own attendance, rather ne- 
gotiate by letter, than by the mouth 
ef another. Your meaning may be 
ill lind^r^tood and won^ delivered. 
OlSehce may be taken at osnission^^ 
er additions of which yon are whol- 
^ innocent. Your very apologies 
may be so misrepresented, as to in- 
flame^ instead of appease arid you 
may. be defeated in your designs^ by 
a series of blunders, more. deserving 
laughter, than serious and passionate 
expostulation. Should you ever 
happen to be enteuigled in such a li^ 
diculoius labyrinth, take it imme^ 
diatjdy upon yourself to wind your 
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vay out. A f&w ouautes conversa-^ 
tion will clear up the misimdentatid-* 
ings of a year» ii thefe is no faucoor 
at the bottom. For this reason, ne^ 
ver conclude either to your frietid'a 
disadvantage, or your own, till you 
haTe hsid the satisfaetkm of ^canvass-* 
ing the affair face to face. 

Bunmw9 a»d taksJ] For the same 
reason, do not sufier yourself to be 
misled by idle rumour^ and gossip- 
ing tales. Expressions, harmless^ 
when firart; let fell, receive their venom 
from tlie channel through which 
they are conveyed ; and, by conchid-* 
ing at second hand, you are govern-^ 
ed, not by the feet itself, but by the 
apprehensions^ humours, passicms^ 
Ic^es and even wtotonnesses of other 
people. If then you will give these 
officious taJie*bearera the pleasure of 
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H^ening to thetu, let it be with a 
guard upon your heart,; not to suf- 
fer it to be seduced by what, per- 
haps, is a downright forgery, or, at 
kast, the grossest misrepresentation. 
Weigh well the character of him that 
speaks, against his spoken of; the 
circumstances, views, interests of 
both and whatever else may help you 
to come at the truth, clear of pre- 
judice, or disingenuity. 

Letters.'] Having advised you to 
treat by letters rather than message, 
when hindered by inconveniences 
from attending in person, I must 
take a step back to caution you to 
write with the utmost deliberation, 
seldom without taking copies and 
never without reading what you have 
written twice or thrice over. Let- 
ters are generally preserved and 
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thence ate alwayi^ at hand a^d sort^ 
evidence against you. You cannot^ 
therefore, write too cautiofosly; I 
will not say ambiguoasly, according 
to the maximof Tiberius, vrho scnne** 
tim» wrote iu that manner to the 
senate by design^ to answer his own 
con'upt purposes. In a word, write 
so, as neither to deceive others, nor 
expose yourself; with all the subtle*- 
ty of the serpent, but the innocence 
of the dove. 

God only knows whether I shall 
live to see you set up in the world ; 
if I do not, this legacy will be almost 
of as much service to you, as your 
fortune, if you resolve to be so much 
your own friend, as to regard. it ai^ 

it deserves* 

■> • . 

: : Caufianinsettii^Mp.'} When, there* 



y Google 



WDI X F»8SSlfT Foil 

ton, tb6 term of yow iadeoture 13 
expired and you. grow ambitious o€ 
spearing your ovnma^tefi laHvisa 
you in the most earnest ^tnd serious 
manner^ to coiisider it as w atffaitr 
that is to influenceyour whole future 
life. Many by their haste and pre'* 
cipitation in this particular, hare 
only hastesied their own undoing;. 
aud» to get rid of a gentle aubjectio^^ 
have rendered theniselves the perpe- 
tual slaves of want and wretchedness- 
To set up and miscarry, is like the 
blast to the blossom; if it does not 
absolutely kill, it leaves it diseased 
and the fruit is both worthless and 
despised » Hold the rein, Lheti^ tigte 
on your impatience and exan^ine the 
ground aver and over jagaim, befiure 
you start for the prize. It has been 
observed that few, or none thrive, 
who set up the noojEneat th^y. are out 
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of the leading-strings, as it were; 
Hope has toa great an ascendancy 
at that time of life and the stripling 
is sanguine enough to begia wher^ 
his old master left off. But, the 
ship that sets out with all sail and ho 
ballast, is sure to turn bottom up- 
wards ; and, as I have before, more 
at large, laid down, curiosity, plecH 
sure and expence, have so strong aa 
4nfiuence upon the unexperienced 
mind, that solicitude, and applicar* 
tion, though the best friends atradei;*^ 
man has, are dismissed without a 
hearing. 

To servejirst as journeyman.'] Would 
you, therefore, be prevailed on to 
tread in the saiu^ steps, that have 
carried me through life with credit 
to myself and prosperity to my fa- 
mily » aerve a year or two as Journey-^ 
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man to the shrewdest and most expe^. 
rienced person of your profession^ 
You will learn more dexterity and ad- 
dress in the procuring and dispatcjiof 
business, during that interval, than in 
the whole seven years, you had serv-? 
ed already. It will, besides, give 
you leisure to look round for a pro^ 
per place to settle in, where there is 
a vacancy in trade that you may 
hope to fill with success ; as, likewise, 
to select those dealers wiio are most 
likely to serve you best on one hand 
and to court those customers who 
are the surest pay and give the largest 
orders on the other. Or, if you are 
too weary of servitude and depend- 
ance to ensure it any longer, enter 
into partnership Avith such a one as 
i^ above described ; and, though you 
may expect he will njanage so, that 
the -contract shall rather incliije to 
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hk advantage, you aViII be a gained 
upon the whole. Thenceforward; 
h» experience, his address and his 
sagacity will be yours, arid for the 
sake of his interest and character; 
he will be equally vigilant of yours. 

^^'€ftjeaf rents. 'i But^ if no 8uch op- 
portunity offers and you prepare to. 
set out wholly on your own bottom^ 
do not encumber yourself with a 
bouse of a greater rent, than the 
ciurrent profits of your business wilt 
easily pay. Many young begin« 
ni^rs^ have half undone themselves, 
by want of foresight in this one ar* 
tieie. Quarter days are clamorous 
visitants and their dues must be 
sliced oflF from -the capital stock, it 
the product do^s -not swell in» pro-' 
porliqn to thel demand. Before,, 
tJaerefore, yoij attempt the^danger-^ 
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ow experimeBt, ijiake ii». most 
exact estimate possible, of the ex-» 
pences you may incur and tbe pf Qd-* 
fleets you have to make tbe balance 
even ; and rather trade within your 
compass, than beyond it. . Jt is. 
easy to enlarge your risk, but not to 
GOQtrtfct it J and, onc6 out of yaur 
^ptb, it IS: great \»ssiwrd if ever yo«| 
fecover yowr footing any more* 

It is a plain> but sensible riBtlck. 
$ayir^^ '* eat your brown br^d> 
first ;** nor is tliere a better rule fosr 
a young man's outset in the worid. 
While you continue single, you may 
live within as narrow bounos as you 
please ; and it is. then you mu^t bo-^ 
gin to save, in order to be provided 
ft>r the more enlai^ed expence of 
your fiiture family <. Besides, a plain^ 
frugal life is tlien supported must 
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<^hear fully ; it is your own choicei 
may be justifiecl on the best and 
most honest principles of the worid, 
and you have nobody's pride to* 
struggle with, or appetites to master 
but your own. As you advance in 
life and success, it will be expected 
you give yourself greater indul^dcei 
and you may then be allowed to do 
it, both reason^^ly and safely. 

Fijie shcps.} Beware, likewise, of 
an ostentatious beginning ; a huge, 
un wieldly, tawdry front and of lacy*^ 
ing out as much to adorn a shop, as 
to fill it. There is, here and thene^ 
a street in this town, where the 
shops ai'^ set ont with looking-* 
glasses, carvingsj gildings, xsolmante 
and all the ornaments of architect 
ture ; where both tnasters and mt»^ 
are beaux in their ways t^id n^ake it 
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a sci^lce to inveigle* customers by 
their civilities, w well as their out-, 
side finery. Yet more younger sons 
of good. families and fortunes, from 
two to ten thousand poiuids, are 
here wrecked, by these |m>digal 
stratagems, than in lialf the town 
beside; and all for want of proper 
forethought, in estimating the cer- 
tain issues, and the uncertain gains,, 
with proper allowance for unavoid- 
iible losses, by some customers who 
cannot pay and by others who will 
not. Some who are above the reach 
of the law and, others beneath it. 
Truly, from their wretched exam- 
ples, I have often been induced to 
conclude, that young sparks, who' 
set up with a large and affluent for-, 
tune, are riot in so sure a road to- 
thrivei as those who are limited to a- 
mwe scanty pattern . For they first 
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think they may command fortune 
and, therefore, launch into expences 
without fear or wit ; nor believe 
they can be undone, till it is too 
late to prevent it ; whereas the last, 
by being ever in fear of ruin, make 
use of all their wit, application ancb 
industry, to be above the danger ;i 
and hence get into such a habit of 
temperance, solicitude and frugality^ 
that no prosperity can get the b^- 
ter of; so that in- process of time, 
every pound becomes a hundred, 
every hundred a thousand.; and the 
labour of one life, enriches a whole 
family for ages. 

Servants.'] What next occurs to 
me is on the head of servants, whor 
are of much more importance, both 
to your quiet and welfare, than you 
may at first imagine. By the way^- 
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let me premise to you in geueral, 
that they are but too frequently do- 
mestic enemies, whose views, des^;iis 
and inclinations are opposite to your 
own ; hating your authority, despise 
tng your person, and watching every 
opportunity to injure you; even to 
gratify their malice, in defect of 
other more interesting motives. 
Such, I say, they , are in general ; 
and you will find ail their little cun- 
ning and dexterity employed to cheat 
and impose upon you ; for which, 
m spite of our utmost caution, op- 
portunities will not be wanting, nor 
will they fail to improve them. 
Some ther^ are, however, among 
them, who retain their integrity, 
who consider their master's interest 
as their own and who labour asinde- 
&tigaUy to serve it. These, indeed, 
are diamonds of the first water ; nor 
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<::an their endeavours be too cor- 
dially accepted, or too punctually 
rewarded ; yet even t4iese are not to 
bte truisted too much with the secret 
of their own strength : importance 
oT any kind, being what human frail- 
ty is least able to bear. I do not 
advise you to place an unlimited 
confidence in any, even the most 
promising ; but, above all, beware- 
of him who fawns and flatters to in- 
sinuate himself into your fkvour ; 
for they are such, whom nature has 
gifted to deceive and they study to 
make the most of that dangerous 
talent. In my whole life, I never 
knew any of this class, who had any 
thing else in view. They have gene- 
rally such a consummate impudence, 
that they practice their rogueries^ 
vhile they stare you in the face and 
G 
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ever mean the most mischief, whjeu 
they pretend the most service. 

Familiarity with them.'] Though I 
would have you treat your servants 
as your fello whereat ures, however 
humble their lot, I caution you to 
avoid all approaches to au iadecent 
familiarity with them ; for, tP a-pro- 
verb, it is accompanied with con- 
tempt and contempt n^yqr fa^ to 
break the ueci; of obedienpe^ Those 
servants, that are not kept under a 
pxoper subjection^ are mpre apjt to disr 
pjiite, than obey, which, if ygu would 
pxc^erve your authority, you ai^e 
not to permit even in the b^t» No 
doubtjiit is ridiculous enough to see 
p^pHe commanding abswiid things 
to be doqe, only to manifest th^ir 
power; but this js^ certain, the ca- 
pricious tyrant is better obeyed. 
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tbaa the man 'of gentleness and for- 
bearance, w1k> refines too mxtck on 
tlie dictates of his own conrpassion 
•and s»ffers himself to be persuaded 
out of his will, because it seems 
troublesome to his servant to comply 
Mrith, it. Check, therefore, the first 
appearance of demur, or expostu* 
lotion in one you desire to retain, 
to prevent subsequent animosities ; 
and turn away him forthwith, who 
is guilty of the same trespass, with- 
out the pretence of merit to ^ive a 
colour to his audacity. 

Trusting ihem with secretsJ] Few 
friends are to be trusted with secrets* 
Servants never, if it is possible to 
be avoided. Once at their mercy, 
they grow insolent and make no dif^ 
^ulty to withhold their service, 
^hen tbey know you dare not exact 
G2 
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it. What a lamentable figure must 
that family make where subordina- 
tion is reversed and the master, in- 
stead of commanding, is forced to 
obey. 

: You are further to observe, that 
servants are commonly a barren soil 
in point of gratitude and, however 
lavishly you scatter your favours, 
seldom think themselves obliged to 
make any return. Like wild beasts, 
yi3u may bribe them for a while, 
into something like a relenting soft- 
ness ; but, upon the first distate^ 
they return to their natural fierce- 
ness, and forget they ever had any 
reason to be thankfuL They ever 
interpret your favours as their due, 
and, though they loudly repine 
when they are withheld, never make 
acknowledgments when they are be- 
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stowed. In tlmt caQceit, the more 
liberality appears on your skle^ tlie 
more sufficiency breaks out on 
theirs ; and, in%mediately on beinsif 
ruffled, they bid you provide your- 
self. 

Rather than be in a servant'^s debt; 
never keep one at all ; for/ if by 
way of convenience to yourself, you 
should run into arrear Avith them, 
without making them an instant re- 
quital, they will take care to do it 
Ibryou; and, assure yourself, it is 
lio good husbandry to suft'er them, 
in any things to lx%tl>eir own carv- 
ers. • 

Servants not to be opprej^sed.'] Hav- 
ing proceeded thus far to secure you 
from being injured by them, I shall 
now drop a hint or two on the other 
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hide of the question^ to dissua:de yovn 
from being tlie aggressor. In order 
to this, behave to. ibeok with xmld-^ 
Bess and affabilitjr ; not passionateljr 
abusing them^, iior peevisMyxsvil-^ 
ling with them, to gratify your owa 
splenetic humour ; bu^t giving orders 
with decency and reprehending faults 
with temper ; that conviction may 
wait on the one and respect on the 
pther. IN'othing more impairs au-^ 
thority than a too frequent, or in- 
discreet exertion of it ; were thun-^ 
der itself to be continual, it would 
excite no more terror than the noise^ 
of a mill, and we should sleep irh 
tranquillity when it roared the loud- 
est. If ever then you give way to 
the transports of anger, let it be ex- 
tremely rare ; and, never, without 
the highest pfovocation. 
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But used with lenitif.'] If your do* 
mestics Ikll sick in your service, re^ 
member yxya are tlieir patron, as 
Well a* tlieir master ; and let your 
butoanity flow freely for their pre- 
servation- Not only remit tlieir la-r 
tio^s, but let tbfenl hare all the as- 
sistance of food and physick, wliicli* 
the matedy requires. 

Agaiii ; never let your ear be too 
' eurrous in listening to their conver- 
sation. Passages will soraetimei 
occur atnong tlie best servants, that 
will argue much levity and little re- 
spect ; yet are void of rancour and, 
as not expected to be over-heard, 
are unfit for your notice or resent*- 
nient.' - ' 

In one word, rather exceed yout 
contract with them, than make th6 
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least abatement. What is a trifle 
to you, is of importance to theni ; 
and nothing is more reasonable, than 
to let them be gainers, in propor- 
tion to the time they have spent in 
your service. As I would advise 
you to keep them close to their bu- 
siness; so I recommend it to you, 
likewise, to indulge them, now and 
then, in certain hours of recreation. 
Their live^, as well as ours, ought 
to have their intervals of sunshhie ; 
it keeps them in temper, heailth aad 
spirits and is really their due, in 
equity, though you may, politically, 
bestow it as an act of grace. To con- 
clude on this head, if they have any 
peculiar wliims in their devotions, 
leave their consciences free ; you 
may take what care you please of 
their moral conduct ; but in their 
opinions, they are accountable to 
none but God and themselves. 
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Taking apprentices J\ If you take 
an apprentice, do not let the bribe 
of so rouch money paid do<vji at 
signing his indentures, or the pro- 
spect of a seven-years service induce 
you to accept one of an untoward 
disposition, evil inclinations, or un- 
principled in virtue and good man- 
ners. It is not to be imagined what 
disorder such will create in your, 
family and what vexation to your- ' 
self. For tlie sat^e of good qualities, 
sober education and a tractable, 
obliging temper, abate in the con-- 
sideration. Peace is worth infinitely 
more than money, since money can- 
not purchase it ; and, if such a one 
should fall to your lot, treat him 
more like a son than a servant. Re- 1 
member that he is descended from, 
your equal and that he will, one 
day^ be the same himself. Nor> 
G5 
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when that day come.^, liave occa- 
sion to blush at reproaches he may 
justly make, and you will be unable; 
to answer. In fine, look back inta* 
your owft life, to recollect what you^ 
suffered, or expected, when in the 
same circumstances* yourself; and 
looking for^rard, imagine what sort 
of treatment you should wish a: 
master s^Uould use to a child of your 
own. 

Choice of a r^ijfe.'] I have before ^ 
promised "you. to treat more at large 
of your choice of a wife. This is- 
now a proper place to make it gx>od r 
for, though the topic is, at pre- 
sent, much too early for your eon- 
sideration, I am willing thi«5 far to 
disarm death of his sting; and, 
while I yet live, give you the in- 
structioni»> which, when more sea- 
sonable^ may be out of nay power. 
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Marriage.'] And first, with regard ' 
to marriage itself. As a duty to 
nature and the commonwealth, I 
cannot help recommending it ; but,, 
with regard to your own. easy pas- 
sage through life, I am half inclined 
to the contrary. The shrewd Mr.. 
Osborne,.iu his Advice to his Son, is 
pleased to insinuate, that it is the 
ereature of policy- only ; adding, 
'*'tWe Svily priests (Roman Catholic) 
*^ ai'e so tender of their own. conve— 
*^ niencies, as to forbid all rtiarriage 
** to themselves,, lipon a heavy pu- 
** nishment, as they do polygamy^ 
'* unto others. Now, if nothing 
^^ capable of the name of felicity,. 
^* iras ever, by men or angels, found 
** to be denied to the priesthood, 
** inay not marriage be strongly sus* 
*^ pfected to be by them thouglit out- 
^:of the list, though, to render it- 
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** more glib to the A?ider swallow of 
*^ the long-abusecj laity, they have 
" gilt it with the glorious epithet of 
*' sacrament !'* I will add no com- 
ment on this passage, but leave you 
to make what conclusion you please. 

However, if you rather incline to 
venture on this critical state, I charge 
you to look upon it as a point, on 
which your whole happiness and 
prosperity depend and make your. 
choice with a becoming gravity and 
concern- I charge you, likcMise,. 
with equal eai*nestness, if^ by ill for^ 
tune, or ill conduct, your, affairs 
should be in ruins, not to make mar- 
riage an expedient to repair them- 
I do iM)t know a worse kind of hy- 
pocrisy, than to draw in the inno-. 
cent and unsuspecting by false ap- 
pearances, to make but one step 
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from ease and aifl^uence, to all the 
disappointment, shame, and misery 
of a broken fortune- If, therefore,/ 
you must sink, sink alone, nor load 
yourself with the intolerable reflec- 
tion that you have undone a woman 
who trusted you, and entailed mi- 
sery on your , oifspring, who may . 
have reason to look on you with, 
abhorrence for having cursed them 
with being. • . 

• * * 

Till, therefore, you are r ofc only . 
in a thriviiig Wjay yourself, but have ^ 
a fair ^psp^ct that wedlock will, zti 
least, be no incumbrance to your 
fortunes, never suffer yourself to 
think of it- The portions, received 
w^ith wives^ p^y so large an interest ^ 
by the increase of ^mily expences, 
that, in the end, the husband can 
liardly be said to he a gainer. Do 
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not be deceived, therefore, -with tliat^ 
bait ; but build on your own bot- ' 
t»m ; and caculate your charge, as 
if there wafi nof such thing as a for- 
tune to be depended upon at alU 
•' ' ' • • ' ' 

• Which' done,, proceed, in ybur 
choice, ottr the following rational 
printiplei^. ■ ' " 

Let her be of a fiiniily ntift vain of 
their name, title, nor antiquity ; 
those additionis^ oO'he^ side, being 
certain maiieT of iiUult ^ the de^ 
fects o£ yours ^ but' temiarkable fehr 
their simplicity of manneits And -in- 
tegrity of life* Let'her own^ cha- 
racter be clear aind spotle^, and all 
her pride be founded < 04 her ihno^ 
cence. The bkmishesr of parents, 
however, uajustly", ai^^ ^ FteprOttch to 
the children ; nor ' can time wear it * 
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©ut, nor merit itself efface the re- 
membrance- 
Let her also be alike free from 
defonnity and liereSdrtary diseases. 
The one being ah?ays and the other 
often entailed on the breed, and 
wtnessing. the father's indiscretion 
from generation to generation^ 

Beauty:.'] Weither fix yt)nir eye on 
a: celebrated beauty ! It is a property 
hard to possess and harder to secure. 
To such a» one a husband is but an 
aippendix. She viil not only rule, 
but tyrannise -^ and the lea^t demur 
tt> the nio^ capricious of her hu- 
mours, will be attended with the 
keei^est upbraidings and invectives ; 
the most cordial repentance that she 
threw herself away on one, so insen- 
sible of the liouour he Imd received, 
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and the most sincere resolutions to 
make herself amends by the first op- 
portunity. 

Notwitlistanding these reasons, do 
not wholly despise harmony of shape, 
or elegance of features. Women are 
called the fair sex and, therefore, 
some degree of beauty is supposed 
almost indispensable. No doubt, it 
is the first object of desire and what 
greatly contributes to continue it 
fresh and undecaying. It is, like- 
wise, often seen to be derived from 
the mother to the child and, there- 
fore, as an accomplishment univer- 
sally admired and coveted, to be es- 
teemed worthy the caresses of the 
wise, as well as the pursuit of the li- 
bertine for a prey. 

Good-nature.'] What we call good- 
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nature, is another ingredient of sudi 
importance in a matrimonial state^ 
that, without, it, the concord caa 
never be compleat, nor tlie enjoy- 
ment sincere. On this account, it is 
both allowable and even expedient 
to make some experiment* before- 
hand on the temper that is to blend, 
or ferment for hfe with your own. 
If you find it fickle and wavering, 
she will sometimes storm like March, 
ajid sometunes weep like April ; not 
only with cause, but for want of it. 
If sluggish and insensible, her whole 
life will be a dead calm of insipidity, 
without joy for your prosperity , con* 
cern for your misfortunes, or spirit 
to assist in preventing the one, or 
forwarding the otlier- If testy and 
quarrelsome, you will cherish a hor- 
net in your bosom and feel its sting 
every other moment in your heart. 
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Or, if morose and sullen, your dwel- 
ling will be melancbol)ras a charnel-=^ 
house ; and 3rau will be impatient 
for a ftiner at, though almost indiifer- 
6nt whether hers, bryoor own. Bat 
you mmt tiot be too scrapulously 
exact in this scrutiny ; iimte are none 
fif these jewels wrtliout flftwsahd th6 
very best nietht^d of •enduring theitf^ 
fettlts is to remove your own, 

« 
JH goodmmager.\ This^, however, 
b^r always in mind^ that if she ii 
not frugal, if she is myi vthkt is ealled 
a -good manager; if she does not 
pique herself on feer knowledge of 
family aifeirs and layirig out motiey 
to the best advantage^ tet her hi 
ever so sweetly temj^yred, graces 
fully made, or elegantly •accotofDrlisli** 
ed, she is no wife for a tradesman ; 
and all those, othchvise, amiable ta^* 
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lents^ will but open j««t as m»nj 

ways to ruiii. I remember, on the 

wedding night of an ac^uaihtancei 

where I was a guest^ a inc»tion waff 

made, to pass an hour at an old 

game cdAledPictwes and M&ttoi. The 

manner of it is^ for every pei^son ia 

turn, as b^ is called upon, tofumishi 

feut a device for the painter, with a 

short sentence!:^ way of ^xplan«M 

tion. The bride began it, by ad* 

dr^sing herself first to het husband, 

who readily gave for his conceit, d 

yoke "of oxen and for his tnetto, /€# w^ 

drdw equally. This is the only true 

condition of matrimony ; and nothing^ 

is more' reasonable than thart, as one' 

has the whole burthen of' getting- 

money, the other should make eco-* 

nomy her principal study, in order to 

preserve it: In short, remember 

your mother, who was so exquisitely 
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versed in thwart, that her dress, her 
table^ and every other paf ticular ap- 
peared rather splendid than other* 
wise, and yet good housewifery was 
the fotxndation of all ; and her billsy 
to my certain knowledge^ were a 
fourth less than most of her neigh- 
bours^ who had hardly cleanliness, 
or decency to boast, in return for 
their aukward pMrodigality. 

Religious' disposition.'] It ti^ould not 
he amiss neither, if she you chuse, 
had rather a religious turn, than 
otherwise. Her coiuluct will be the 
more exemplary, her life more rigidly 
exacts her authority more punctual- 
ly revered.. She will be less at lei- 
sure to follow and less disposed to 
admire the vanities that bewitch the 
rest of her sex y but if her piety 
^ould degenerate into superstition. 
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or enthusiasm^ she is, from that mo- 
ment, a lost creature. Either the 
domineering spirit of holy pride, will 
turn your house into an inquisition, 
or the absurd terrors of a hurt imagi^ 
nation, make it resemble the cell of 
a penitent convict- 

Porf^on.] In the affair of portion, as, 
on the one hand, your conduct ought 
to, be provident and wary, so, on the 
other, it ought to be "genteel and 
noble. JSTothing can be more sordid 
than to bargain for a wife, as. you 
would for a horse, and advance or 
demur in your suit, as interest rose 
or fell i and, if she you jsolicit, should 
betray too strojig an attachment to 
the like mercenary motives, be as- 
sured, she is too selfish to make either 
a fast friend, a decent wife, or a ten- 
der parent. Fly from such, there- 



y Google 



1'50 A. PRBSENT FOB 

fere> tke moment the Smitiifield ge- 
nius breaks out ! but do not fly to 
one who has nathing but beauty^ or, 
i£you please, affection to recommend 
Aec t A fiiir wife with empty pock- 
et9 Is like a noble bovse without fur- 
niture, showy, but useless ; a» an 
odious one with abundance, resem- 
bles hi lands in the fens, rich, but 
uninhabitable. Let an agreeable 
person then first invite yotwr affec- 
tions, good qualities fix them, and 
mutual interest tie the indissoluble 
knot- 

Of the two, as reasanaUe happi^ 
nes8 is the end ofliie, if your circum- 
stances will bear it, rather please 
your liuicy in cme you hke, than sa*- 
crifibe your domestic peade, to the 
possession of wealth, you will never 
be able ta enjoy. But, if the isgr- 
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rowness of your fgrtune will not al- 
low you such an indulgences tremble 
to think of the unavoidable conse- 
quences ! For, if happiness does not 
tsonsist in abundance, be assured it 
flies fron» necessi/^^y ! and though the. 
protestations of unextin^uishable 
passion make a vi&ry good figure in, 
poetry, they have very little relation 
to comn^on sense- Besides, though, 
many have flattered themselves that, 
by takiij^g a wife out of the ariijus of 
affliction, the condescellsioJQ^, the 
obligation^ would warrant a suitable 
return of gratitude and affection, I 
have known such as have been mi- 
s^^hly disappoioted. Few miads 
are strongenoHgh to bear prosperity ; 
i5. it a w.ox\dgr> therefore, that it 
should taar^t a we^, womap'is br^ 
aiid that she slpjuld , i»ake her de- 
mands, in point Qf figure, prodigality 
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and expence, not according to her 
own birth, fortune, or expectations, 
but yours ? 

Poor relations.'] However, if all 
this is not sufficient to deter you 
from such a choice, at least, take 
care, that she is not surrounded with 
hungry relations ; for, if she is, they 
will throng about you like horse- 
ieaches ; and, by the connivance, ar- 
tifice, or importunity of your wife, 
either beg, borrow, or steal your sub- 
stance, till they have pluck'd you as 
bare as the jay in the fable. 

At all events take this along with 
you ; there is not a perfection either 
of body, or mind, to be rtiet with in 
l6w life, which is not to be as easily 
attained in high ; and this is certain, 
that a great fortune gives no ada- 
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raantiiie quality to the heart; and, 
if opportunity favours, she, who has 
that advantage and almost everv 
other, may be won by address and 
assiduity inas little time, as she who 
is void of all. 

In my first sketch of this essay, I 
expatiated, I fear a little too largely, 
on the means of rendering your 
courtship pleasing to the person you 
desire to win. In this, therefore, I 
shall endeavour to be as brief as pos- 
sible. Indeed, in these cases. Nature 
is the best tutor, and the eloquence 
of unfeigned passion more persuasive 
than the most artful strokes of the 
most accomplished orators. 

Courtship.'] There is not, however, 
any thing more necessary, than so to 
regulate the progress of this insinu- 
H 
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ating impulse, as to have it tho- 
roughly at your comniaud ; for, if 
you give it too large scope, instead 
of being master of it, it will be the 
master of you ; and you will thence- 
forward lay your weakness so open 
and appear so manifestly in the 
power of your mistress, that the 
pleasure of tyrannizing will be ir- 
resistible and she will exert her so- 
vereignty to the utmost, only to 
gratify her own pride with the bar- 
barous experiment. 

Nor is this the only necessary cau- 
tion you are to observe. As you 
are to keep as much as possible out 
of her power, so, on the contrary^ 
you are to endeavour as much as 
possible, to ensnare her into yours. 
To which end, it will be expedient, 
to make your visits always contri^ 
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bute to her pleasure. Never be 
seen but in your gayest mood ; be 
prepared with the mo«t entertaining 
topics of conversation ; be furnished' 
with some slight, but welcome pre- 
sent ; never stay till the spirit of the 
dialogue is exhausted, nay, some-^ 
times take your leave, when she 
seems most desirous you should stay ; 
nor ever mention love, till you are, 
in a manner, certain, she is half ripe 
to make it the first petition in her 
prayers ; and, even then, let it be so 
mixed with raillery, that in case you 
have deceived yourself in your con- 
clusions, you may, without a blush, 
laugh off your own disappointment 
and' her triumph together. If she 
indicates that you treat so serious 
an affair too lightly and appears 
only displeased that you are lio deep- 
er enamoured, the transition is very 
H2 
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easy to a more passionate deport- 
ment and you may cany- your point 
by arguments, assidultes and ser- 
vices, tho* joke and humour failed. 

Wedding dayJ] Do not distinguish 
your wedding day too ostentatious- 
ly, or suffer it to pass away without 
proper marks of acknowledgment. 
Let it wear a sober smile, such as 
would become your bride and you 
for life, nor be convulsed with riot- 
ous laughter, that leaves tears in the 
eyes and heaviness at the heart as 
soon as the fit is over. 

Complaisance after marriage.'] Suf- 
fer me., likewise, to remind you that, 
though most men marry, few live 
happily; which manifestly proves, 
that there is more art necessary to 
keep the affection alive, than to pro- 
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cure its gratification. But, as this 
is a point of the highest importance, 
let me advise you to study it, as the 
Bcience of life. In order to which, 
do not permit yourself to think 
cheaply of your wife, or neglect her 
because you are secure in posses- 
sion. It is impossible, that a woman 
should not be grievously shocked to 
see the servile lover transformed^ at 
once, into the tyrant husband. As- 
sure yourself there are but very few 
steps between indifference, neglect, 
contempt and aversion. Therefore, 
if you have any respect for your own 
repose, Ifet your first transports be 
moderate and, M'hen over, do not so 
much as with a look, betrav either 
satiety, or repentance, but let the 
same chearfulness appear on your 
brow, the same tenderness in your 
eyes, the same obliging turn in your 
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behaviour and give her daily and 
hourly proofs, if possible, that she is 
as dear to you as ever. Above all 
things, nevtT let her imagine it a pen- 
ance to you to stay at home, or 
that you prefer any company what- 
ever to hers. On the costtrary, let 
her share with you in all your plea- 
sures, and find frequent opportuni* 
ties to induce ^ler^ to think it will 
be her own fault, if she ig apt tlia 
happiest woma^n in the world. J^y 
these means, she will not only dread 
to lose your favour, but, from incli-? 
nation ajnd gratitude, endeavour to 
preserve it. Those hu$b«injds are 
fools who think to terrify their wive» 
into subjection ; for whatever is yield- 
ed through compulsion, will be re- 
sumed, as soon as ever occasion of- 
fers ; and those that restrain the un- 
willing, experience as much trouble 
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to keep them in obedience, as plea- 
sure in berng obeyed. 

Shouldever tliis delightful calm be 
•Fuffied by any little escape of peev*- 
isbness, or anger, do not widen the 
hte^ich witb bitt©r expressions, or 
^ive wsgrto a.dqg^ed suUenness, that 
mayfMTolong ceseatnient till it be- 
isonies iutis^peasable . W here frailty 
i^. mutuail, offence will be the same, 
and HO ahauld forbearance and foiv 
45iveness too. Love, like charity, 
should cover a niultitude of sim and 
there h no rooxo for luaJige in tthe 
heart which harbi)fii.rs that amiably 
guest. Interpret favourably then 
every incide;iit that provokes your 
diJ^gust ; if obliged to complain, do 
it gent4y ^ud dispassionately and 
gladly receive tbe first ackiK)wledg- 
jueut m a ye/v ^^ffident atanement* 
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Nor vainly and obstinately insist on 
her submitting first. Depend, upon 
it, the most obstinate of the two is 
the most foolish ; and it will be for 
your credit that the odds of wisdom 
should be on your side. To say the 
truth, no woman would marry, if she 
expected to be a slave and there can 
be no freedom where there is no wilL 
In all trifling matters then, leave her 
to her own discretion; it will be 
of advantage to you on more im- 
portant occasions; and she will 
chearfully forbear interfering in your 
province, if she finds herself undis- 
turbed in her own. 

As to what remains, have but one 
table, one purse, and one bed^ 
Either separate will be attended with 
separate interests ; and there cannot 
fee too many ties to strengthen an 
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union, which, though calculated to 
last for life, is of such a cobweb kind, 
as often to wear out before the ho- 
ney-moon. 

I conclude on these domestic ar- 
ticles, with advising you, to be mor 
dest in the furniture of your house 
and not over curious in your bills of 
fare. Let there be always such 
plenty, that, if any accidental guest 
dropt in, you need not blush, or 
apologize for his entertainment ; but 
no superfluity at your own board, or 
waste at your servants. Even when 
you entertain, which I hope will be 
as seldom as possible, do not swell 
out the pride of a day to such an 
jBXorbitaut size, as to make a reduc- 
tion of your cxpence% necessary for 
a month to come. Remember. your 
whole life ought to be of a piece an(l 
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that, though you wete to entertain 
.a lord, a tradesman must defray the 
-charge. Neitlier think it beneath 
yon to be your own caterer ; it will 
save you many a pound at the year\s» 
end and jrour kitchen will be much 
%>etter supplied into the baq^ain. 

A -maxim of the same prudeirt na- 
*«w, is to go to market alM^ays -with 
'ready money; for whoever dra«s i|L 
dfebt for provisions, hcbd better ^yor^ 
«)w«rt; ten per cent. aiKl will find it 
easier to balance his accounts. 

To iw4ue^h maybe added, that s«cb 
idle profusion only excites envy in 
your inferiors, hatred in your equals 
and indignation in your superiors, 
who are, moreover, apt to think, 
every extraordinary item in your 
banc][uet is made an article in their 
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bill ; and, therefore, will incliae> 
with a certain witty duke, to deai 
with one who scarce affords himself 
necessaries, and dine with you. 

Education of children.'] As to what 
concerns the education of your chilr 
<lren, recollect your own. = Recolr 
lect tl]e precepts I here present yov 
with for tlie conduct of your future 
life and you cannot be at a loss t^ 
'jpeiKler them wise, honest, and thriv^ 
ing men. First take care of their 
health, then their morals, and finally 
of their making their way succ^s-^ 
fully through the world. Under the 
last head, I recommend it to you^ 
in the most earnest mamier, no^ 
only to make them scholars, or 
even gentlemen, in case your fortune 
will afford the means, but men of 
business tpo. It is the surest wa;^ 
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to preserve an estate when got, to 
amass together money enough to 
purchase one, or keep the wolf of 
poverty from the door, in case of 
misfortunes. How many descend- 
ants of eminent citizens have I seen, 
undone, by a neglect of this rule, 
who set up early in polite life, have 
been even ashamed of their origin 
and would, if possible, have disown- 
ed their fathers, to whose indulgence 
and application they owed the very 
means of living idly and prodigally ; 
the only title they had to be ranked 
among the gentry 1 

I shall close all, with two import- 
ant hints, which as more fitted for 
the consideration of your riper years, 
I have purposely reserved for the last. 

\ Politic^.'] In England', it is impos- 
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sible for a man who has a vote to. 
give, not to have some concern in 
public affairs. The talk of the times, 
the very news of the day will make 
him a party whether he will, or not. 
In your own defence then and even 
to preserve yourself from the fallacies 
of interested men, make yourself ac- 
quainted with the iiistory of the Bri- 
tish constitution in general, and that 
of your own times in particular; the 
right of the subject, the privilege of 
parliament, the power of the crown, 
the pretences of patriots, and the de- 
signs of ministers ; the rise, growth,^ 
extent and importance of our com- 
merce ; the expediency of taxes, the 
danger of a military force, and the 
real views of all the different parties 
that have worked the nation into its 
present ferment: but make this your, 
amusement, not your business, thatj 
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when you are cal lied upon to name 
your representative in parliament, 
you may be able to judge for your- 
self of the virtue or ability of tlie 
candidate ; explain the services you 
expect from him and, if need be, fur- 
nish out a test to know, how fer he 
may be depended upon, to enforce 
privileges, redress grievances, and 
stand in the gap between the en- 
croachments of power, however dis- 
guised and the liberties and proper- 
ties of a defenceless people. But I 
charge you upon my blessing to wear 
the badge of ho party whatever. Be 
assured it is a badge of slavery and. 
Under the pretence of procuring you 
esteem and confidence will render you 
unworthy of both. To be free is to 
be independent and, if you would 
continue so, consult your own con- 
«c ience> andaet only according to its 
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dictates. Despise flattery on one* 
sdde, disdain corruption on the other, 
and let the venal of all ranks know, 
that your traffic is not in^itifamy, nor 
your gains the wages of corruption. 

Religion J] Religion, with which I 
conclude, I would have you both 
a^wfully reverence and devoutly prac- 
tice ; not as the hypocrites do, as a 
sort of commutation with the world, 
for living like a cannibal and preying 
upon your fellow-creatures . God is a 
spirit ; worship him in spirit and in 
truth ; not with unmeaning jargon 
and ostentatious ceremonies . Gome 
before him with the incense of an in- 
nocent and virtuous life and, wher- 
ever you address him^ either with 
prayer, or praise, he will not be slow 
to hear, nor backward to accept the 
grateful offering. As to believe you 
are always within the reach- and un- 



Digitized by Vj005^iC 



1€8 A PRESENT FOK 

der the care of his Providence, is an 
everlasting source of comfort,^ so to 
remember you are ever in his eye and 
that all your actions, words and 
thoughts are registered before him, 
will preserve you sinless, though sur- 
rounded with temptations. 

. Finally, whilst I would have you 
consider the present life as a state of 
probation and the future, as the cer- 
tain rectifier aud rewarder of all the 
gpod and evil. committed here ; yet I 
say live innocently, live honestly, live 
usefully if possible, apart from that 
interesting consideration. ]Men dis- 
charge their duty to the world, who 
act uprightly, whatever is their mo- 
tive ; but they are best acquitted to 
themselves, who love and practice 
virtue, for its own divine perfections. 

THE END. 



T, Giilet,,Primcr, Wild-Court: 
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